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WHAT A GLORIOUS TIME FOR THE GOSPEL
Sermon preached at Lake Osborne Presbyterian Church on October 5, 2008

by Dr. Lawrence C. Roff

Psalm 11
If the foundations are destroyed, what can the righteous do?

The LORD’s throne is in heaven.  Ps. 11:3-4

What a glorious time for the Gospel!


Plunging stock market.



Soaring jobless rates.



Predictions of economic collapse.


Continuing worries about terrorists getting the bomb.



The uncertainties building around next month’s presidential election.


And I call it a glorious time for the Gospel ????

Absolutely!



This is a time when all the things that give people a sense of security are failing.



All the things they’ve always trusted in are weakening.



Uncertainty … anxiety … even panic are creeping in.



What a wonderful opportunity this gives us to point to the one thing that is rock solid … the promises of God in Christ!

Here in Psalm 11, David was facing a very worrisome future.



We don’t know exactly what those circumstances were.



We know of times in his life when this could have fit.




When he faced the nine-foot giant Philistine warrior, Goliath.




When Saul tried to pin him to the wall with a spear.



When his own son, Absalom, staged a coup that drove David from the throne.


But whatever the details may have been, it was much like the dangerous times people have faced in every generation.



David was surrounded by people who were falling apart in fear and worry.



They trembled at the growing threats facing them.



Their counsel was to flee in helpless and hopeless panic.


Verse three is a very familiar text: If the foundations are destroyed, what can the righteous do?



It’s a description of the depths of despair to which these people had sunk.



The foundations of their life, their society, their culture, were being destroyed.



They didn‘t know what to do.


This short Psalm falls into two sections.



The opening words introduce the theme front and center, with David’s defiant boast … In the LORD I take refuge.


Part one, verses 1 through 3, is in quotation marks since this is the pessimistic advice of the worriers around David.




“This is terrible; things are falling apart; what can we do?”



Part two, verses 4 through 6, is David’s response, which shows how secure he is, despite all that’s collapsing around him.


     
“God’s on His throne; He’s still in control; He’s testing us to see if we really trust Him; He’ll take care of the wicked.”



And then the conclusion in verse 7 settles it: The upright shall behold His face.
Let’s start out by asking …
1.  What are the foundations?

A foundation is something that gives support, that holds everything up.


Our homes have foundations.



Builders dug a trench and filled it with reinforced concrete.



Then they poured a concrete slab.



That foundation keeps the house from falling apart.


We’ve got a lot of foundations in our life … and in our society.



The things we’ve come to depend on to keep things from collapsing.



Without these, we couldn’t be sure what would happen tomorrow.



These foundations provide a sense of security and stability for us all.

We’re very much aware of major problems in the economy right now.



Few of us really understand them.



I don’t pretend to; I’m not an economist.



But we’re unsettled by the dire warnings of potential economic collapse that we hear from the “experts.”



Some of them have sounded like apocalyptic doomsday prophets recently.


There are an awful lot of things that depend on economic stability.



Not just our ability to buy what we want.



But also such things as our retirement accounts.



The value of our homes.



The prospects of our keeping our jobs.
Another foundation in which we find security is our government.



We depend on a society controlled by the rule of law.



We trust the foundation of justice in our constitution.



We feel safe at the thought of leaders who will act in our best interest, or at least so we hope.

A part of that foundation is our military might and influence in the world.



That’s another foundation that we assume will be there in tough times to hold us up.



These are the foundations that we count on to maintain our security in foreign relations.



And to protect us from the threat of invasion or terrorist attack.

There’s also the foundation of social relationships on which we build our personal and family lives.



The foundation of stable marriages.



The exercise of loving parental discipline.


The stability of educational systems that teach right and wrong, not just math and science.



Things that all of society depends on.


These are foundations that we cannot live without.



What happens if marriages collapse?



Or parents abandon their responsibilities?



Or teachers pervert the thinking of students?
These were the same sorts of things
 David could have had in mind in this Psalm.


Ancient Israel had foundations similar to ours, in a form consistent with that time in history.



There was a national economy that farmers and merchants depended on.



There was a government to protect them from lawlessness.


An army to keep them safe from the threat of foreign invaders.



And cohesiveness in social relationships in homes and communities.


But these foundations were crumbling in David’s time, just like they are in ours.



And so we need to ask …

2.  How are they being destroyed?

The panic expressed in verses 2 and 3 of the Psalm is real.


It’s expressed in poetic imagery, but the imagery is vivid.



The godly are like a vulnerable, defenseless bird sitting on a tree branch after dark.



The wicked have crept close under the cover of darkness.



They already have the arrow fitted to the string, and have bent the bow, ready to shoot.


This is the imagery of fear that is there because the foundations are crumbling.


We don’t know exactly what the circumstances were in David’s life at this time.



It may have been the military threat of an enemy.



It may have been the economic problems of drought and crop failure.



It may have been the spreading godlessness of people turning away from God’s prophets.

But we have no problem when it comes to relating this scenario to our own day.



It’s not that this is the first time in history when things have been this bad.



But it’s probably as bad as it has been in our lifetime.

The economic crisis is real, and there’s no guarantee Friday’s “bail out” vote will fix it anytime soon.


Whether you understand it or not, your house is not worth what it used to be.



It doesn’t matter whose fault it is (the Wall Street CEO who recently got paid $19 million for three days work?).


The fact that the government has voted to spend perhaps as much as a trillion of your dollars is staggering.



And that hasn’t solved the problem; it’s just postponed the consequences for a while.


There are other areas in which we’re seeing economic foundations crumbling.



What does it mean when some of the nations largest banks and insurance companies fail?



What’s been happening to oil and energy prices this year? 



How has this affected job security?

And what about the foundations of governmental stability?


How has America’s reputation and influence fared around the world?



What guarantees do we have that we’re safe from the hatred of terrorists.



Or rogue nations like Iran and North Korea, with their aspirations for nuclear weapons?


Look again at Psalm 11:2.



For behold, the wicked bend the bow; they have fitted their arrow to the string to shoot in the dark.


Could the arrows of yesterday be the missiles of tomorrow?



And even if not that, think of the horrible cases of genocide in places like Darfur.

And what about the moral foundations our society is built on?



Just look at the soaring divorce rate.


Or the pressure to legalize gay marriage.


Or the broken homes that result in drug and violence-fueled gangs on our streets.

Actually, we can take that one step further.



How about the foundations of our legal system?



Not just corrupt politicians.



But judges who make absurd decisions from the bench, calling wrong right and right wrong.

I suppose I ought to include some mention of the church, as well.




For a long time, the foundations have been crumbling there, too.


In the past it was liberal theology, denying such basics as the virgin birth and bodily resurrection of Christ.



Today it’s the evangelical church that has sold out to feel-good therapeutic preaching 




- that turns God into a genie in a bottle,




- ready to grant you all your wishes.

None of this should surprise us.


It’s not only the inevitable result of sin’s influence in this fallen world.



Biblical prophecy has always pointed to future times when social and even economic foundations would crumble.



Revelation 6:6 even describes the hard economic times when rampant inflation 




- would send the costs of basic staples like bread and milk skyrocketing out of reach.

Just look around.



Can anyone deny that the foundations are being destroyed?



I still say, what a glorious time for the Gospel!


What a glorious time to point people to the one thing that can never be destroyed,




the one thing that they can always count on, 




the one thing that will sustain then even in the worst of times … the powerful love of God in Christ.
But before we look at that, look again at verses 1 through 3.



Based on that, let’s ask …

3.  How are the worldly responding?

We have the answer in verse 1: Flee like a bird!  …  panic and flight.

And we see it again in verse 3: What can the righteous do? …  hopelessness and despair.
When I say “worldly,” I’m not thinking of the wicked who are the cause of the crumbling foundations.



The ones who are preparing their arrows to shoot.



The ones whose actions … or failures … have brought about the crisis.


I’m talking about those who are suffering, and who face the same potential calamities as everyone else.



How are they reacting to all of this?



What’s their outlook toward the forces threatening their security?
Look around you today.



How are non Christians reacting to the economic crisis?



How are they handling the unsettling news of crumbling foundations?



What’s their answer to all of this?


Christians and non Christians both face the same problems.



They both get sick and worry about their kids.


They both pay bills for gas and insurance.



They both have retirement accounts and wonder about terrorist attacks.

But how they react to those is very different.



One of Steve Brown’s one-liners says it well.


“When a non Christian gets cancer, God lets a Christian get it, too.”


“That’s so that the world can see the difference.”
There are four ways the worldly respond to crumbling foundations, two in Psalm 11, and two more we see around us today.


One is fear – what can the righteous do?




Another is flight – flee like a bird to your mountain.


Today, there are two other responses – just forget it or (ignore it).




Or – we’ll fix it, just like we always have.


Let’s look briefly at each of those four responses.


The first is fear.



That’s the attitude that pervades the first half of this Psalm.




We saw that last week when the stock market dropped 777 points on Monday.




When the foundations crumble, consuming terror takes hold of the heart.




Panic causes people to lose touch with reality, expecting the worst.



It tends to reduce people to inactivity, too; to just stand there, trembling.



Does “fear” describe you?



Have all these things going wrong in the world lately just left you shaking with anxiety?


The second response is flight.



Flee like a bird to the mountains.




Run away somewhere to escape the danger.




Some survivalists take that literally.




They stock up on food and water hidden away in a mountain cabin.




Others just retreat into the shell of depression.



Does “flight” describe you?




Have all these things going wrong in the world lately made you want to just run away somewhere and hide?


The third response is to forget it.




To ignore it, to pretend that it’s not there.




You don’t see that here in Psalm 11, but you certainly see it today in our culture.




Maybe it’s the ostrich’s “head-in-the-sand” attitude.



Or maybe it’s the old “eat, drink, and be merry, for tomorrow we die” philosophy.




But there are plenty of people like that today, aren’t there?




“Just get all you can out of life today, and don’t worry about tomorrow.”


Does “forget it” describe you?




Have all these things going wrong in the world lately left you wanting to just turn off the news and ignore it?


The fourth response is to fix it.



To face it with determination and say, “I’m not going to let this upset my life and my plans.”




That wasn’t the response in the ancient world, because there wasn’t much they could do to fix things.




But today we have this exaggerated sense of our own abilities to rise to the occasion and straighten things out.




Is that the mood in America today as a result of Congress passing the huge “Bail-Out” bill?




Are we so self-confident that we think we can take care of whatever comes along to threaten our security?


Does “fix it” describe you?




Have all these things going wrong in the world lately left you thinking you can take care of things on your own?

What’s wrong with these four responses?



First, they act as if God doesn’t even exist … He doesn’t make any difference … He won’t be of any help.


Second, they reflect a naïve assumption that somehow, you’ll be able to solve your problems on your own.



Third, they’re motivated entirely by self-interest, looking out for number one, regardless of what happens to anyone else.



And fourth, none of them will work!


A Christian response to crumbling foundations ought to be radically different from the world’s response.


So now let’s ask …

4.  How should the righteous respond?

David boldly, even defiantly, tells us right away in the opening line of the Psalm.


In the LORD I take refuge.



And He elaborates on that in the second part of the Psalm, in verses 4 through 7.


There are three dimensions to his response.



The first is what he’ll do: trust the Lord.



The second is why he’ll be able to do that: the Lord is on His throne in heaven.



The third is what he expects to happen in the future: God will judge the wicked and reward the righteous.

First, David will trust the Lord; he’ll take refuge in Him.



He’ll refuse to give in to the temptation to fear.



He’ll refuse to follow the path of others who flee.



He’ll stand firm, confident that God is his refuge.

Obviously, this isn’t an action as much as it is an attitude, a disposition of the heart that produces a calm center in the storm.

He has made a conscious decision that he will live on the basis of what he knows about God, rather than on what he observes.



This is what Paul meant when he said that we walk by faith, not by sight.



It’s the result of a deliberate choice to believe God, rather than my feelings.



A settled conviction that I will focus on what God tells me, rather than on what the world tells me.


This is the faith that’s described in Hebrews 11, the substance of things hoped for; the evidence of things not seen.

To the non Christian, such an attitude is foolish.



But God’s ways have always been different than the world’s ways.



Over the centuries, Christians have made deep impressions on non Christians by the way they reacted in crisis.



Non Christians fell apart; Christians kept their eyes on the Lord and maintained poise, regardless of how bad it got.

Second, David will trust the Lord because of who this Lord is and the confidence David can have in His divine providence.


Look at the powerful way David expresses that in verse 4.



The LORD is in His holy temple; the Lord’s throne is in heaven.


This is not the temple in Jerusalem; it’s the temple in heaven.



And this throne is not shaken by events on earth, regardless of how strong the tremors might be.



Nothing that takes place surprises Him, or threatens His plans, or causes Him to struggle to maintain control.



Not stock prices, or bank failures, or terrorist plots, or upheavals in society.

David’s trust is not the simplistic, saccharine smile of a saint who blindly imagines a universe where nothing goes wrong.


No, it’s the settled trust that in a universe where everything goes wrong, at least from our vantage point, God’s in charge



It’s a calm confidence in the face of all that, knowing that He maintains control and works even the bad to His purposes.


Don’t forget who this is!



This is the God who spun galaxies into existence from the tip of His tongue (Genesis 1:14).



This is the God who moves the hearts of kings as easily as He changes the course of rivers (Proverbs 21:1).



This is the God who has ordained all our days, before one of them came to be (Psalm 139:16).

Third, David will trust the Lord with patience, since he knows what God will do in the future.



That occupies a good portion of verses 4 through 6.



His eyes see, His eyelids test the children of man.  The LORD tests the righteous.



But His soul hates the wicked.  Let Him rain coals on the wicked, fire and sulfur.


God sometimes allows these foundations to be destroyed, in part, to test the righteous.



To see if our faith is genuine.



To see if we’ll cling to Him, or turn from Him.



Just as He tested Abraham on Mount Moriah, and Daniel in the lion’s den, and Peter on the wind-whipped waves.


And He promises that He has already set a day on which He will bring judgment on the wicked.



The wicked who have been the cause of these crumbling foundations.



The greedy manipulators of high finance who have cheated the poor.



The ungodly judges who have twisted justice for the victims.



The hate-filled regimes that have slaughtered the innocent.



He speaks of God sending fire and brimstone, the language of Sodom and Gomorrah’s fate.


More than that, David knows that one day God will deliver him.



It may not be in this life.



Christians sometimes die at the hands of the wicked.



But that doesn’t mean that God has failed to keep His promise.

His promises are all ultimately fulfilled not in this life.



Look at verse 7, the upright shall behold His face.


Paul said it this way, we shall see Him then face to face.



David also expressed that confidence in Psalm 23, I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

Here’s one of the amazing things about Christians in the midst of turmoil and upheaval and persecution.



We trust God to care for us, even if it means delivering us from this evil world into His heavenly presence through death.



Job said, though He slay me, yet will I trust Him.



Paul said it this way in Philippians 1, for me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.

One of the grandest expressions of this kind of trust is in Psalm 46.

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.

Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way,

though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea,

though its waters roar and foam,
though the mountains tremble at its swelling.

And in the last words of that Psalm, God Himself speaks.

Be still and know that I am God.

I will be exalted among the nations,

I will be exalted in the earth!

That’s how the righteous should respond.

Conclusion

And so, yes, this is a glorious time for the Gospel.



A wonderful time to tell people where to turn when the foundations in their life are destroyed.

What are the foundations in your life?



What  gives you a sense of security?



What are you counting on to keep you going?


Is it your savings account?  



Or your investment portfolio?



Or your retirement fund?


Is it your family?



The fact that you’ve got a stable marriage?


Or your job?


Or your health?


Or the plans that you have laid out?


Any one of those foundations could be gone overnight.


Maybe even all of them!



And then what would you have?

I’ve been a real fan of the “Lord of the Rings” trilogy since the first film was released.


The foundations of Middle Earth were being destroyed.



Sauron’s dark forces were expanding their attacks.



His army of grotesque Orcs were destroying everything in their path.



Middle earth was facing its darkest hour.

How were people responding?



Fear was rampant.


Flight was the futile response of most.



Some thought in vain that they could fix it by attacking the invaders.



But none of that worked.
What was the answer?



It wasn’t little Frodo, with the ring.



He failed miserably at the last moment, as Gollum finally snatched it from his hand.

No, the hope for Middle Earth rested on Aragorn.



The king who was returning to claim his throne.



That was their foundation.

I’ve told you before, 



- especially from the Old testament, 



- and you don’t see Jesus, read it again.  


You missed Him.


Do you see Him here?


King Aragorn was coming back to Middle Earth.


King Jesus is coming back to this earth.



And He’s already here, the foundation on which our hope is built.

Yes, indeed, what a glorious time for the Gospel!
My hope rests firm on Jesus Christ, He is my only plea.

Though all the world should point and scorn, His ransom leaves me free.

My hope sustains me as I strive and strain to-wards the goal;

Though still I stumble into sin, His death paid for it all.

My hope provides me with a spur to help me run the race:

I know my tears will turn to joy the day I see His face.

My hope is to be with my Lord, to know as I am known;

To serve Him gladly all my days in praise before His throne.

My Hope Rests Firm by Richard Creighton & Keith Getty.   ( 2001 by Thankyou Music
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