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WHAT’S SO DIFFERENT ABOUT ‘SAVING’ FAITH?

Evangelism Explosion Series, Part 5
Sermon preached at Lake Osborne Presbyterian Church on August 31, 2008

by Dr. Lawrence C. Roff

Acts 16:11-40
Series Review
“Cultivate an outreach mentality”



Is that phrase meaning more to you now?


Is it something you’re praying for now more often?



Are you becoming more aware of opportunities the Lord puts in front of you?


Once your mentality changes, then your lifestyle should change, too.



That’s what we want to see here at Lake Osborne.



A change in thinking that changes how we live.



A change that people can see.

We may be about done with this sermon series.



But we’re a long way from being done with this goal of cultivating an outreach mentality.


It will be front and center in our renewed Evangelism Explosion training.



And it will be at the heart of the new sermon series next month from the book of Jonah.


Today, we’re looking at the last of the five parts in the E E outline.



Grace – heaven is a free gift; it can’t be earned or deserved.



Man – is a sinner, and can’t save himself.



God – is loving (and doesn’t want to punish us), but is also just (and must punish sin).


Christ – who He is (the infinite God/man) and what He did (died and rose to pay for our sins and purchase heaven for us).
And now, faith.



What it is not – mere head knowledge or temporal faith.



What it is – trusting in Jesus Christ alone for eternal life.


It’s critically important that we get this right.



The E E outline has a simple but very effective illustration of this.



It’s not enough for you to know all these things – about grace, and man, and God, and Christ.



You need to know how to appropriate them so that they help you.


As Jim Kennedy described it in writing the E E curriculum, faith is the key.



On my key chain are lots of keys.



Only one of them will open the door to my house.



Faith is the only key that will open the door of heaven – to a sinner.

Introduction

There’s a song about faith that I’m sure you’ve heard.

I believe for every drop of rain that falls, a flower grows.

I believe that somewhere in the darkest night, a candle glows.

I believe for everyone who goes astray, someone will come to show the way.

I believe, I believe.

I believe above the storm the smallest pray'r will still be heard.

I believe that someone in the great somewhere hears every word.

Every time I hear a newborn baby cry, or touch a leaf or see the sky,

Then I know why I believe!

That’s got to be one of the dumbest songs every written!



I’m sorry if that was what you had sung at your wedding.



I don’t intend to hurt your feelings, or damage your memories of some special day.


But, good grief, what in the world does it say?


I mention that song because it’s a good example of how many people fail to understand what faith is.



In the song, it’s just an emotion, a sentimental feeling.



Rain drops … and flowers … and candles … and newborn babies.


I believe … I believe … I believe what?

And for many people, that’s what religious faith is … just a sentimental feeling about God.



I’ve even heard that song sung in worship on a Sunday morning (though not here!).



If you have any gray hairs or wrinkles, I’m sure you have, too,


For those of you who’ve been a part of an Evangelism Explosion ministry, you’ve heard that kind of answer.



When you asked someone what they would tell God when asked why He should allow them into His heaven.



They’ve told you that they believe in God.



And as they describe that faith, it’s nothing more than this sentimental feeling about Jesus.


That kind of faith has no substance … it’s more of a faith in faith, than it is faith in God  …



(as Machen described it in his classic work, What Is Faith?).


It’s certainly not the kind of faith to build your life upon.



And it’s not even in the same ball park with what the Bible calls saving faith.



If your faith in Jesus is the same kind of faith you have in rain drops and flowers and candles, you’re in big trouble!
Here in Acts 16, we have one of the classic passages in the Bible to show us what’s so different about ‘saving’ faith.



The words of verse 31 are simple and clear, and very familiar to most Christians.



When Paul was asked, “What must I do to be saved,” he answered,



“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved.”


Before we look at that statement in detail, let me describe the scene for you.



This took place in the city of Philippi on Paul’s second missionary journey.



It was a momentous visit, Paul’s first venture into Europe.


He’d come here after the vision of the man from Macedonia pleading, “Come over here and help us.”


There were four in the missionary party … Paul, Silas, Timothy … and now for the first time, Luke has joined them.



As always, Paul went first to the Jewish community.



But there was no synagogue here, just a group of women who gathered by the Gangites River on the Sabbath.



This wealthy business woman, Lydia, was among them, the first convert in Europe.

Paul’s ministry led to major controversy and opposition.


After casting a demon out of a servant girl, her masters were furious at the loss of the money she made for them.




Paul and Silas were arrested, beaten severely, and thrown into a dungeon.



God miraculously open the prison doors with an earthquake about midnight.


And that’s where this statement about faith comes from.



The terrified jailer cried out, “What must I do to be saved?”



Paul’s simple, straightforward answer, “Believe in the Lord Jesus.”



What did he mean by that?


Based on verse 31, we’ll look at three things this morning.



First, what is saving faith? … the ACT.


Second, who is saving faith placed in? … the OBJECT.


Third, what does saving faith accomplish? … the RESULT.
1. The ACT of Saving Faith … Believe
When Paul told the Philippian jailer, “Believe,” what did he mean?


He certainly meant much more than simply believing some facts about Jesus.



As we learn in the E E outline, faith is more than mere head knowledge.

We exercise that kind of faith every day.



I have faith that there is electricity in the socket in the wall.



I have faith that history books are accurate about George Washington.



I have faith that two plus two equals four.
When it comes to religion, saving faith has to mean more than simply believing that Jesus was a real person in history.


Atheists believe He was a figure in the past who lived and died, but they’re not saved.



Muslims actually believe He was a major prophet, but they’re not saved.



Satan even believes that Jesus is God, died and rose from the dead, according to James 2:19.

But he’s certainly not going to heaven based on that kind of mere head knowledge.


In fact, if it’s merely head knowledge, Satan knows far more than you or I will ever know about Jesus in this life.


And Satan believes every bit of it is true, but it only increases his guilt and the severity of his inevitable judgment.

No, ‘saving’ faith is more than mere head knowledge.



And it’s also more than mere temporal faith.



Once more, in the E E training, we’ll discover people who mistake temporal faith for saving faith.



They’ll tell us they have faith in Jesus for their health needs, or their finances, or their family.


Often, they’ll describe this in very emotional and sincere ways as a significant part of their experience.



“When I was in the hospital, I couldn’t have made it without prayer.”


“When my husband was out of work, it was the Lord who got us through.”


“When we had a major decision to make about moving, God helped us make the right choice.”


But having faith that helps you with life’s little problems is not ‘saving’ faith.


Call those financial faith … or health faith … or decision-making faith … if you want.



But they’re not the same as saving faith.



They have to do with life here and now, but they have nothing to do with eternity.

When he was talking with this Philippian jailer, Paul certainly didn’t mean …



“Have faith that you won’t get in trouble with your commander for allowing prisoners to escape.”



“Have faith that you won’t lose your job over this.”



“Have faith that everything will look brighter in the morning.”


No, this jailer asked a bigger question.



He had heard Paul’s preaching.



He had even heard Paul’s singing.



When the earthquake hit, he became convinced that Paul’s God was real, 




… and that he wasn’t ready to stand before that kind of God.


When he asked, “What must I do to be saved?” he needed something that would deliver him from God’s condemnation.



And that’s what believing in the Lord Jesus does.



It’s not head knowledge or temporal faith.



It’s trust.

R. C. Sproul has done as good a job as anyone in articulating what saving faith involves.



There are three components.



Each of them must be present for this to be saving faith.



And of course, R. C. loves to give us the Latin words for each!


First, there must be notitia (knowledge).




Saving faith involves knowledge of facts about Jesus.




It’s not an affectionate attitude toward Him, but cognitive knowledge about Him.




Knowing who He is and what He has done.



Saving faith doesn’t require exhaustive knowledge.




My grand children can’t tell me about the incarnation or the Trinitarian distinctives.




But they know that Jesus is God.




And that He died on the cross for their sins and rose from the dead on the third day.



And sincerity is not enough; those facts must be the correct facts.




Saving faith is faith in the real Jesus, not whoever you want Him to be.




Faith in a mortal Jesus who never rose from the dead won’t save, however sincere it may be.




Faith in a philosophy-teaching Jesus who lived a good life won’t save, any more than faith in the Easter Bunny.


You can’t have saving faith without knowing something about Jesus.




You can’t believe in nothing!

Second, there must be assensus (assent).




Saving faith involves believing that those facts are true.



It’s giving intellectual assent to the information you possess about Jesus.




Agreeing that these claims about Jesus are correct.



This should be obvious to anyone.




You can’t have faith in something you don’t believe is true.




I don’t believe there is a water god here in Lake Osborne.




And so it would be ridiculous for me to talk about having faith in such a god.



And yet some people think they have faith in Jesus, even though they don’t assent to the truth claims He makes.




The moralist who doesn’t believe He is God, but likes the golden rule.




The liberal who doesn’t believe in the virgin birth, but thinks Jesus was a great teacher.




The skeptic who doesn’t believe in the resurrection, but doesn’t think that matters.



You can’t have saving faith without assenting to the truth of what you know.




You can’t believe in something you don’t think is true.

Third, there must be fiducia (trust).




Saving faith involves trusting in Jesus.




It’s depending on what He has done for you, not what you have done for yourself.




Counting on His death to pay for your sin rather than counting on the value of your best efforts to be good.


The EE illustration of the chair makes it hard to miss the point.




It’s one thing to look at a chair (as a symbol for Jesus) and believe it’s strong enough to support me.




It’s one thing to put my house keys in it, my bills, pictures of my kids… to trust the chair to support those things.



But it’s something else to get up out of the chair you’re currently sitting in, 




representing your own morality and religion,





and sit, instead, in that other chair, representing what Jesus has done on the cross,





trusting that chair and nothing else to support you.



It involves a deliberate act to transfer your trust from what you’ve done for Jesus, to what Jesus has done for you.



Another classic illustration comes from Niagara Falls in 1859.




A Frenchman with the stage name of Blondin walked and then pushed a wheelbarrow across the falls on a tightrope.




He asked a spectator if the man believed he could do it with a man seated in the wheelbarrow.




The man responded, “I’m quite confident you could.”





“Then would you assist me by getting in?”





“Not on your life!” the man answered!



What was missing in the spectator’s faith?




He had notitia, knowledge, that Blondin could do it.




He had assensus, agreement, that Blondin could do it.




But there was no fiducia, trust, that Blondin could do it for him.



You can’t have saving faith without trusting Jesus.




You can’t believe in something you don’t trust.


And don’t forget what we’re talking about here.



We’re not talking about needing to be saved from the physical and material problems in this life.



We’re not talking about being saved from the emotional struggles and uncertainties in this life.



We’re talking about being saved from the just wrath of God due to us for our sins in the life to come.

Let’s go back to the Philippian jailer for just a minute.


Paul was inviting him to act on the basis of the knowledge he had about Jesus.



Paul was inviting him to act on the basis of his agreeing to the truthfulness of that knowledge about Jesus.



But Paul was primarily inviting him to put his trust in Jesus, depending on what the Savior had done for him.

And that brings us to …
2.  The OBJECT of Saving Faith … the Lord Jesus
How much did the Philippian jailer know about Jesus?


Probably not very much.



But it was enough.



And he put his faith in Jesus alone, no one and nothing else.


The Bible knows nothing about being saved by putting your faith in morality.



Lots of people base their security on faith in the exemplary life they’ve lived.


They’re trusting that God will see that they’ve done their best and will be satisfied.



No, saving faith is trusting another person, Christ, instead of self.

The Bible knows nothing about being saved by putting your trust in religion.



Lots of people base their security on faith in the rituals they perform at church.


They’re trusting that all the prayers they’ve prayed and the hymns they’ve sung will put God in their debt.



No, saving faith is trusting another person, Christ, instead of self.
Look at the Philippian jailer again.



Paul didn’t tell him to go do anything, did he?


Paul didn’t tell him to promise anything.



He told him simply to believe in the Lord Jesus.


It’s incredibly simple, isn’t it?



Almost too much so, at least to the American mind.



We’ve always been told you don’t get something for nothing.



If it sounds too good to be true, then it probably is.


I’ll never forget a visit I made to a home in Ohio one summer afternoon about twelve years ago.


This lady and her husband had visited our church, and so I was making a pastoral follow-up visit.



She was seriously interested in hearing how to become a Christian.



She’d been raised in a religion that had told her all the things she had to do to be right with God.



When I described saving faith to her, she looked at me incredulously and asked, “That’s all there is to it?”


Yes, that’s all there is to it!



Put your trust in Jesus and what He’s done for you at Calvary.



Abandon trusting in yourself and what you have accumulated in your record.


It really is that simple!

Of course, this means trusting Christ alone.



Not Christ, plus anything else.



This was the error that caused Paul write his New Testament letter to the Galatians.



It’s not faith in Jesus, PLUS circumcision and dietary laws and other Jewish customs, Paul said.


It’s hard to give up all the things you’ve always thought would impress God.



Maybe you haven’t thought about them as “good works.”



Maybe you’ve thought of them as your contributions to what Jesus has done.



Things like being sorry for sin, and loving Jesus, and trying hard to resist impure thoughts.


But Augustus Toplady expressed it eloquently in his 1776 hymn, “Rock of Ages.”

Not the labors of my hands can fulfil Thy law’s demands;

Could my zeal no respite know, could my tears forever flow,

All for sin could not atone; Thou must save, and Thou alone.

Nothing in my hand I bring, simply to Thy cross I cling;

Naked, come to Thee for dress; helpless, look to Thee for grace;

Foul, I to the Fountain fly; wash my, Savior, or I die.

At midnight, almost two thousand years ago, a jailer in Philippi put his faith in the Lord Jesus.



Philippi was a Roman colony in Macedonia (part of northeastern Greece today).


It had become a retirement community popular among former Roman soldiers.



It’s very possible he was one of those retired Roman soldiers.



Working as a jailer would have been a natural retirement job that would have appealed to him.


He was no push over.



He was a tough man accustomed to dealing with hardened criminals.



He was probably the one who beat Paul and Silas at the order of the magistrates before throwing them into the prison.



He took them into the deepest part of the prison, where there was no light, no toilet, no bed.

He even went so far as to sit them down on the floor,




fastening their feet, spread-eagle, to the stocks, 




making it impossible for them to rest, 




with their backs already flayed into a bloody pulp.

But that night he listened to Paul and Silas talking about a God who was different than any he’d ever heard about before.



He saw these two missionaries singing songs of praise, instead of shouting bitter obscenities, like other prisoners.



He was terrified by the earthquake, more violent than any he’d ever experienced in this earthquake-prone region.



And he thought it better to commit suicide than face execution, the penalty for letting prisoners escape.


That hardened jailer put his faith in Jesus that night.



It was that simple.



It was that amazing.



It was that wonderful.
What happened next?  Luke’s description here in Acts 16 shows us …
3.  The RESULT of Saving Faith … Saved
Paul promised that what this jailer wanted – “to be saved” - was exactly what he would receive.


“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved.”



Saved not from the dangers associated with that night’s earthquake.



But saved from the just and eternal wrath of God due to him, and all of us, for our sins.


It would be tempting to go on and talk about the benefits of salvation.



But stay here a minute and let this sink in.



There are many blessings that come to us once we have been saved.



But nothing compares with this greatest benefit of all … salvation itself!

What does the Bible mean what it says we have been saved?



We know the obvious.



His sins were forgiven.


He received the gift of eternal life.


But the Bible says so much more about this salvation.



Just think about how many different words are used for it.


Each word is like another side to a spectacular diamond.



Each describing another magnificent facet of this incredible gift.


The Bible says we’ve been converted.



Acts 15:3 – They described in detail the conversion of the Gentiles.


We’ve been changed on the inside.


We’ve been given the faith and the repentance we have exercised.


The Bible says we’ve been regenerated, or born again


Ephesians 2:5 – God, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive.


Our heart was spiritually dead, lifeless, unable to do anything, hating God and His word.



We’ve been made spiritually alive, responsive to God, loving Him and His word.


The Bible says we’ve been justified.



Titus 3:7 – Being justified by His grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.


We stood before Him as guilty criminals, awaiting execution.



But we’ve been justified, we’ve been declared “not guilty” since Jesus took our penalty.


The Bible says we’ve been adopted.


Romans 8:5 – You have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by Whom we cry, ‘Abba!  Father!’


We’ve been given the incredibly high honor of becoming children of God.



Not servants working for Him in His vast kingdom, but royal sons and daughters sitting with Him at His banquet table.


The Bible says we’ve been reconciled.



Romans 5:10 – While we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son.


Yes, we were enemies of God, on opposing sides of the field of combat; He had declared war against us.



But now we’ve become friends.


The Bible says we’ve received expiation.



Micah 7:19 – You will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea.


Our sins have been taken away.


Removed from us as far as the east is from the west.


The Bible says we’ve received propitiation.



Romans 3:25 – Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by His blood.


The demands of God’s justice have been satisfied.



Jesus has suffered the punishment we deserved.


The Bible says we’ve received atonement.



Psalm 65:3 – When iniquities prevail against me, You atone for our transgressions.  




Blessed is the one You choose and bring near.


We were separated from God.



Now we’ve been brought near.


The Bible says we’ve received forgiveness.



Acts 10:43 – Everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins through His name.


We owed a debt we could never pay … not even after an eternity in hell.


That debt has been cancelled and we have received full pardon.


And the Bible says we’ve received eternal life.



John 3:16 – God so loved the world that He gave His only Son … that whoever believes in Him … should have eternal life.


Not only the certainty of life forever in the glories of heaven.



But a whole new quality of existence here and now in this life.

Can you look over that list of descriptions and not be overwhelmed at the goodness and generosity of God?
Those are the great theological descriptions of what we’ve received … and what this Philippian jailer received.



But let’s also look for just a minute at the more immediate results in a person’s life.


What changes when a person is saved?



It’s not just what we receive … it’s what we become.


What changed in this tough, hardened … perhaps even brutal … jailer’s heart?



Luke tells us that in the aftermath of the earthquake, he was trembling with fear.



He fell down before Paul and Silas, pleading with these prisoners to tell him how to be saved.


And that was just the beginning of the most incredible night of his entire life!



Within that same hour, just after midnight, he took them out of the jail and across town to his own house.



He awoke his entire family to listen to Paul explain the Gospel.



Then he and his entire family, presumably children and servants too, were all baptized (and not by immersion!).

It gets better … he washed Paul’s and Silas’s wounds.



The wounds he himself had inflicted on them just hours earlier.



The wounds from the merciless beating he’d given them.


Keep going.


He set food before them there in his own home.



Paul and Silas would have been famished.



And Luke tells us he rejoiced along with his entire household that he had believed in God.

This gruff jailer had been softened by the Gospel.



He was a changed man!



And isn’t it amazing how quickly it happened … that very night!



And all as a result of his believing in the Lord Jesus!

Conclusion

Do you know what it means to have saving faith?



Can you put it into your own words? 

Kent Hughes tells the story of Bishop John Taylor Smith,


Honorary Chaplain to Queen Victoria and the Chaplain-General of the British Army during World War I.



He was nicknamed “Everybody’s Bishop” – jovial and saintly, and a popular conference speaker.


Bishop Smith used to ask all the candidates for the chaplaincy one question.

“Now, I want you to show me how you would deal with a man.  We will suppose I am a soldier who has been wounded on the field of battle.  I have three minutes to live and I am afraid to die, because I do not know Christ.  Tell me, how may I be saved and die with the assurance that all is well?”

If the applicant began to beat around the bush and talk about the true Church and ordinances and so on, the good Bishop would say, “That will not do.  I have only three minutes to live.  Tell me what I must do.”  

And as long as Bishop Smith was Chaplain-General, unless a candidate could answer that question, he could not become a chaplain in the Army.

When the Philippian jailer asked that question, Paul had the answer.



The jailer was saved that night by putting his trust in Jesus.



Over the next few years he would have learned how to live out that faith.



But he always knew that he had been saved by believing in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Evangelism Explosion will prepare you to tell someone how to be saved.



It will help you understand how you have been saved.



It may even help you discover that you need to be saved!



And it will show you how.

