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“For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord,

and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake.”       2 Cor. 4:5
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As soon as I heard these words I sat down and wept and mourned for days,

and I continued fasting and praying before the God of heaven.  (vs 4)
The news was devastating.



What Nehemiah’s brother, Hanani, told him caused him to collapse on the spot in tears.



His anguish only intensified in the days that followed.

It was the spring of the year 445 B.C.



Jerusalem had been utterly destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar’s army 141 years earlier.



Much of the Jewish population had been deported to live as exiles in Babylon.



The remains of the city were left scattered across the hillsides of Mount Zion.

That Babylonian empire had subsequently fallen to the Persians, who allowed the Jews to return to their homeland.



After 70 years of captivity, the temple was finally rebuilt.



But now, after yet another 70 years had passed, the walls of the city still remained a pile of rubble.



The massive stones had fallen into the valleys and were covered with weeds.


It was as if our land had been destroyed at the end of the Civil War in the 1860s.


That our ancestors had been deported out of the country.



They were allowed to return and rebuild their homes during the depression years before WW II.



But imagine that the bulk of our nation’s infrastructure was still in disarray today in the 21st century.
The book of Nehemiah is actually the memoirs of this man who oversaw the rebuilding of the walls.



The first half of the book (ch. 1-7) tells us about the physical rebuilding project around the city’s perimeter.



The second half of the book (ch. 8-13) tells us about the spiritual rebuilding of the people’s hearts that followed.



It is God’s divinely-inspired manual for revitalization.

Why should we spend time studying about a man who helped build a wall 2500 years ago?



Because conditions then were so much like conditions today.


For them, it was the wall of the city that was in ruins.



For us, it’s the broken walls in our nation … in our churches … and, closer to home, in our families.


Do you see the brokenness around us today?



In our nation … not just economic collapse, but the moral decay that turns people into self-centered pleasure-seekers.


In our churches … not just the opposition of secularists, but the pitifully low level of spirituality in the pews.



In our families … not just the attacks on the institution of marriage, but many members living their own isolated lives.


Nehemiah was the one God raised up to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem.



Could  you be the one God has raised up to rebuild the walls in your family?



In your church?



Maybe even in your country?

Here in chapter one, we see Nehemiah as a model of what should happen to us in such circumstances.


First, we need to look around and see what’s happened … recognize the need.


Second, we need to consider what to do about it … get personally involved.


Third, we need to turn to the only one who can help … take it to God.

1.  Recognize the Need

The wall of Jerusalem is broken down and its gates are destroyed by fire   (vs 3)
Hanani was probably literally Nehemiah’s brother.


Though Nehemiah was among those still living in the Persian capital, his brother brought a report from Jerusalem.



It was what he related that was so devastating to Nehemiah.



They are in great trouble and shame … the wall of Jerusalem is broken down … its gates are destroyed by fire.

I don’t want to focus on the problem.


I want to focus on the solution.



That’s what Nehemiah did.



And God needs to be at the heart of that solution.


It wasn’t just that Nehemiah reacted to the news.


He reacted as a believer.



His initial response showed a Biblical world-and-life view.



His immediate instinct wasn’t just emotional … it was theological.

Let’s see how Nehemiah is a Biblical model for how you and I need to face the broken-down walls around us.


As with Nehemiah, you need to see where God fits into the picture in order to get it right.

a.  God has placed you

Nehemiah immediately recognized that God had placed him there.


I see that not only in the fact that he prayed about this.



Perhaps even more significant is what he wrote here in his memoirs at the last verse of this chapter.



Now I was cupbearer to the king.


This was an extraordinarily significant position in the Persian court.



Originally a cupbearer was something of a human guinea pig.



He selected and tasted the king’s wine to make sure it hadn’t been poisoned.



I suppose if the king had a lot of enemies, he could go through a lot of cupbearers in a year!

But by Nehemiah’s time, there was much more to this position.



It was more like being Chief of Staff over the entire palace personnel.


Nehemiah would have been one of King Artaxerxes’ closest, most trusted advisors.



He would have the royal monarch’s confidence, and wielded enormous influence, even in affairs of state.


This was quite an achievement for a descendant of Hebrew exiles.



But he wasn’t the first to be recognized for his wisdom and loyalty and tapped to serve in a lofty position.



Remember how Daniel had also been elevated to high office in the Babylonian magisterium.



Even Esther was elevated to high honor as Queen of the Persian monarch, Ahasuerus.

In each of these instances, it is clear that God was at work.



He was the one who had placed His “ambassador” in these positions at just the right time.



This was no “lucky coincidence” that Nehemiah would have access to the king.



It was by God’s deliberate design.

God is no less purposeful in His work today.



He has placed you exactly where He wants you today.



It might be in your family, or in some other relationship.



But it has certainly been a fact that He’s placed you here at Lake Osborne today for a purpose.


We are rebuilding walls here at LOPC right now.



During this transition time, we’re making a lot of adjustments.



It’s not just the transition to a new pastor.



It extends to finances, and organization, and staff responsibilities.


Believe me when I tell you, Satan has been looking for openings to work his way in and disrupt kingdom progress.



God has graciously guided us through a number of very delicate minefields since last summer.



More than most of you will ever realize.



But for many of the officers, especially, we have seen God’s protection.


And that protection has come in part through the people God has placed here at just the right time.



It isn’t just elders and deacons who have been “the right man at the right place at the right time.”


If you are walking close to Him, you’ll realize He has placed you where you are.



And He has done that in order to use you to serve in a way that no one else can!

b.  God has prepared you

Not only had God placed Nehemiah there for that very purpose.



God had also prepared him ahead of time so that he would be equipped for the unique task He had ordained for him.



He does that with all of us.




Paul’s legal training in Jewish law equipped him to write treatises like Galatians and Romans.




David’s training with a slingshot with lions and bears equipped him to dispatch Goliath.




And his years with a harp as a shepherd in the pastures equipped him to write glorious Psalms.


Nehemiah faced plenty of obstacles.



He’d never built a wall before.



He would be 800 miles away from familiar surroundings.



He didn’t have financial resources to personally fund this project.


But God had been preparing him for years for this assignment.



God had enabled him to develop administrative and motivational skills as chief of the palace staff.




That would equip him to recruit and oversee the workers on the wall project.



God had enabled him to build a good working relationship with the king of Persia.




That would equip him with the legal authority and clout to command what was needed to get the job done.



And God had also enabled him to gain the king’s affection.



That would equip him with a virtual blank check to secure the materials needed for this massive project.
God has done the same sort of thing in your life.

Can you look around and see that He has been equipping you for what He’s calling you to do now?



It might be the office you hold here at church.


It might be the people you are close to.



It might be the spiritual gifts He has given you.


But God has prepared you for rebuilding work that He’s called you to work on.


When you look around, do you see broken walls?




Maybe it’s broken family relationships.




Maybe it’s areas of ministry in the church that need strengthening.




Maybe it’s an individual who’s hurting because of things in his or her life that have fallen apart.



Do you see that God has placed you at that spot?



Do you see how God has prepared you to be His instrument to rebuild those walls?

c.  God is prompting you

Hanani’s report crushed Nehemiah’s soul.


He had probably never been to Jerusalem.



It would have been his great, great, great grandfather who was among the exiles carried off to Babylon.



But as a Jew, his heart was in Jerusalem.


It may be that he had an idealistic picture of the city flourishing.



The second temple, though pitiful in comparison to Solomon’s magnificent edifice, had been rebuilt 70 years earlier.



It would be logical to assume that rebuilding had continued over the next seven decades.



But Hanani’s report painted a bleak picture of apathy as well as despondency and disrepair.
It wasn’t just that Nehemiah was heart-broken over the report.



He knew immediately that the same God who had placed him and prepared him was now prompting him.



It wasn’t just that he couldn’t live with himself if he stood back and did nothing.



He knew that God was calling Him to take action, and that He must respond to that divine prompting.


This will be increasingly evident as we proceed through the book.



Repeatedly Nehemiah interrupts his memoirs with this prayer.



Remember for my good, O my God, all that I have done for this people.



He was calling on God to recognize His obedience to that divine call.


His confidence throughout was in this God who had called him to the work.



His name, “Nehemiah,” means “The Lord comforts.”

What is God prompting you to do this morning?



What is there in your spiritual life that resembles broken-down walls?



What is causing you uneasiness that you see in the life of someone you know and love?



What continues to tug at your heart that you see needs attention here at church?


Are the eyes and ears of your heart sensitive enough to recognize where God is calling you to be his Nehemiah today?

2.  Get Personally Involved

As soon as I heard these words I sat down and wept and mourned for days  (vs 4)

If so, then just like Nehemiah, you’ll get personally involved.



That’s because you’ll recognize, like Nehemiah did, that it’s not just a matter of people’s happiness here.



God’s honor is at stake.



And you won’t be able to sit back and do nothing in the face of that!

You can understand Nehemiah’s situation better if you know why city walls were so important in his day.



A wall was not just a matter of beauty, though cities took pride in these architectural gems.


A city without a wall was defenseless against attacks that were all too common.



And a city that left its wall in disrepair was obviously a city with no civic pride, no sense of value.


More than that, Jerusalem was God’s city, with His temple there, a symbol of His very presence in the midst of His people. 



The city not only bore His name, it reflected His honor.



For the people to leave the wall of His city in disrepair was almost sacrilegious.  


It implied to everyone who looked on it that the God of this city was an insignificant tribal deity 




with worshippers who didn’t even think much of Him!

Nehemiah couldn’t help but be overcome when he heard that the remains of the wall still lay unattended.



Just like you can’t help but be overcome at news of families that are a wreck.



Or that friends are ensnared in some sin.


Or that needs in the church are being ignored.


And the reason for that is not just that those people are suffering.



It’s that God’s name is being drug through the mud.



That His Holy Spirit is grieved.

Hopefully, the same thing will be true when you look at your own life, spiritually.



In what condition are the walls in your life?



Your prayer life, your struggles with temptation, your hunger for God’s word.



The kinds of things we talked about with Don Whitney at our recent Spiritual Life Conference.


And as with others, your reaction to your own condition will be more than personal disappointment in yourself.



It will be concern over the dishonor that it brings on the Lord.



That you who bear His name are so far from adequately reflecting His glory in your own life.



The name for it is hypocrisy … with the reaction of broken-hearted repentance.
If your heart resides as close to the Lord as Nehemiah’s did, then you’ll do the same things he did.


There were three things he describes in verse 4.

a.  You will weep

He tells us in verse 4 that as soon as he heard these words he sat down and wept and mourned for days.


This seems foreign to us today.



You don’t hear much about this in media Christianity.



It’s all about happiness and smiles and feeling upbeat.


But Biblical Christianity is much more familiar with weeping before the Lord.



David sang about tears in the night that preceded joy in the morning (Psalm 30:5).


Jeremiah was known as “the weeping prophet.”



Jesus said, “Blessed are those who mourn (over their sin), for they shall be comforted.  (Matthew 5:4).
Is there anything that causes you to weep like this?



Not because of your personal inconvenience.



But because God’s honor is tarnished.



Because God’s people are hurting.
b.  You will fast

The intensity of Nehemiah’s sadness was evident from his prolonged period of fasting.


He tells us that this lasted for days.



We don’t know how many days he fasted and wept and prayed.



But much of that apparently lasted for quite a while, since it was four months later that he approached the king.


Fasting is an important discipline of the Christian life.



It is almost always associated with intense prayer over something of great importance.



The dynamic is a natural one … your hunger for God is greater than your hunger for food.



Throughout history, fasting was a regular part of the lives of Moses, David, Luther, Edwards … even Jesus Himself.
Is there anything that troubles your soul right now to this degree?



Not your wants and needs.



But God’s work … God’s people … God’s church.



Do you fast about anything for the sake of the Gospel?

c.  You will wait

When we see a problem, our tendency is to rush ahead with our own solution.


But not Nehemiah, even though he was clearly by nature a man of action.



He continued fasting and praying … for days!



He was waiting for God.


What was he waiting for God to do?


To enable him to see this problem from God’s perspective.



To show him what God wanted him to do.



To prepare him to speak to the king … and to prepare the king’s heart to listen to him sympathetically.

This is one facet of the fruit of the Holy Spirit … patience to wait for God’s will and for God’s timing.



Are you busily carrying out your own plans?


Or are you patiently waiting on God?



Waiting until He shows you His mind.

Are the eyes and ears of your heart sensitive enough to recognize where God is calling you to be his Nehemiah today?



And how He is drawing you to become personally involved in His plans?


If so, then you will do what Nehemiah did.
3.  Take It to God



Hear the prayer of Your servant that I now pray before You day and night (vs 6)
His prayer shows us how God-centered he was in his dealing with this dilemma.


He knew that he did not have either wisdom to know what to do, or power to accomplish anything on his own.



He turned to God in absolute dependence, and in humble confidence.


His prayer is a marvel as a model for our praying.



That’s true in part because of the spiritual maturity it shows.



Though he records this later, it is still the prayer that he composed when confronted by this challenge.



It reveals the heart of a man who knew God well, and knew how to approach Him rightly.


Are you able to pray with this kind of spiritual maturity when you confront your broken-wall problems?



Do you knew God well enough, do you walk close enough to Him to pray like this?


I’ve  occasionally thought that I’d like to preach a series of sermons one of these days on “Great Prayers in the Bible.”



This would certainly be one of them!

Like Hannah, and Isaiah, and Mary, his prayer is not aimless meandering, as ours so often are.



His prayer was well-structured, and followed a pattern that you’ve probably heard suggested as an outline.



It’s an outline that I find myself following many times, almost instinctively, in my praying.



It follows the simple acrostic A – C – T – S.

a.  Adoration … for His greatness

The first thing Nehemiah did in his prayer was to turn his attention to the greatness of God.

The greatness of God that called for adoration … “A.”


Here’s how Nehemiah expressed it.

O LORD God of heaven, the great and awesome God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love Him and keep His commandments, let Your ear be attentive and Your eyes open to hear the prayer of Your servant that I now pray before You day and night for the people of Israel Your servants.


Adoration needs to be the starting point of prayer … and a point where we linger for a while.



Too many times we rush into God’s presence with our requisition form.



“God, please do this … and fix that … and take care of those.”



We treat Him as if He were our personal butler or concierge.


But the Biblical pattern is to pause and stare at His glorious magnificence before doing anything else.



It’s what Jesus taught us in the Lord’s Prayer.



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by Thy name.



This is how so many of the Psalms display God’s glory.

How does your pattern of prayer look when you compare it to Nehemiah’s?

Do you instinctively begin with an extended time spent in adoration of His greatness?

b.  Confession … for His forgiveness

The next thing Nehemiah did in his prayer was to turn his attention to the forgiveness of God.

The forgiveness of God that called for confession … “C.”


Here’s how Nehemiah expressed it.

… confessing the sins of the people of Israel, which we have sinned against you.  Even I and my father’s house have sinned.  We have acted very corruptly against You and have not kept the commandments, the statutes, and the rules that You commanded Your servant Moses, saying, “If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you among the peoples.”

Confession is also one of the things Jesus modeled for us in the Lord’s Prayer.


Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.



Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from (literally) the evil one.


This was the pattern of Isaiah’s experience of God’s presence, too.



He began with adoration, hearing the seraphim cry, Holy! Holy! Holy!


But then he was suddenly overwhelmed with a sense of his sin.



He said, Woe is me, I am undone (literally disintegrating).



I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips.


Notice that Isaiah confessed not only his own sin, but also the sin of all God’s people.



Nehemiah did that here, too; did you notice it?



It wasn’t just his own sins; he was confessing the sins of the entire nation.

How does your pattern of prayer look when you compare it to Nehemiah’s?


Is confession of sin a natural and regular part of your prayer life?

c.  Thanksgiving … for His goodness

The third thing Nehemiah did in his prayer was to turn his attention to the goodness of God.


The goodness of God that called for thanksgiving … “T.”


Here’s how Nehemiah expressed it.

… but if you return to Me and keep My commandments and do them, though your dispersed be under the farthest skies, I will gather them from there and bring them to the place that I have chosen, to make My name dwell there.”  They are Your servants and Your people, whom You have redeemed by Your great power and by Your strong hand.

Thanksgiving was there in Nehemiah’s heart and in his prayer.


He recognized that he and his people deserved for God to not only send them into exile.



They had no right to expect that He would ever bring them back out of exile.



But He had done so, just as He promised.


The thing that Nehemiah was most thankful for was God’s mercy.



The Hebrew word, khesed, expresses covenant loyalty, unfailing love.



That’s a part of God’s nature toward His covenant people.



Nehemiah joins his voice with believers of all time when they thank God for His mercy to them.

How does your pattern of prayer look when you compare it to Nehemiah’s?


Is thanksgiving something that freely and spontaneously flows from your lips in God’s presence?

d.  Supplication … for His mercy

The final thing Nehemiah did in his prayer was to turn his attention to the mercy of God.


The mercy of God that called for supplication … “S.”


Here’s how Nehemiah expressed it.

O LORD, let Your ear be attentive to the prayer of Your servant, and to the prayer of Your servants who delight to fear Your name, and give success to Your servant today, and grant him mercy in the sight of this man.

Supplication means to ask God to supply our needs.


Nehemiah’s specific request here was that God would give him success.



The success he asked for was in regard to his plan to approach the king of Persia, Artaxerxes.



He was asking God to incline the king’s heart to grant the request that he would present.


Once again, Jesus’ model prayer opens the door for us to bring our needs before the Father.



Give us this day our daily bread.



Scriptures are full of such wonderful invitations.




Ask and you shall receive.




Whatever you ask in My name, I will do.




Cast all your cares on Him, for He cares for you.

How does your pattern of prayer look when you compare it to Nehemiah’s?


Do you ask God for those things that matter most in life … in spiritual life?

Conclusion

Nehemiah was more than a leader.


He was a man who knew how to lead from the knees.

He prayed with persistence … and with confidence.


And he prayed with a readiness to do the will of the God to whom he prayed.

How about you?
