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“For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord,

and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake.”       II Cor. 4:5

 “ANGRY ENOUGH TO DIE”
Jonah 4:1-11
“God said to Jonah, ‘Do you have a right to be angry?’

‘I do,’ he said.  ‘I am angry enough to die.’”  Jon. 4:9

Sermon preached at Lake Osborne Presbyterian Church

on November 30, 2008 by Dr. Lawrence C. Roff

ANGRY ENOUGH TO DIE
Jonah 4:1-11
“God said to Jonah, ‘Do you have a right to be angry?’

‘I do,’ he said.  ‘I am angry enough to die.’”  Jon. 4:9

Sermons at Christmas and Easter are really tough.



It’s hard to say something that people don’t think has already been said last year.



The messages are in danger of becoming clichés that have lost their power.


John Hull is the pastor of People’s Church in Toronto.



He tells a great story about two guys who were watching the six o’clock news.



There was a story about a man on the ledge of a very tall building, ready to jump.


One of the guys turned to the other and said,



“I’ll bet you ten dollars that he jumps.”



“You’re on,” he answered.


As they watched the news story, the man jumped.



The man who had lost the bet started to get out his billfold.



The other fellow said to him, “I can’t take your money.”




“You’re my friend; I have to tell you the truth.”




“I watched the five o’clock news and they had the same story.”




“I knew he was going to jump.”


“No,” replied the other man.



“You won the bet fair and square.”



“I saw the same story on the five o’clock news.”



“I just didn’t think he’d do it again.”

That’s what I mean about Christmas sermons.



They all tend to sound the same.



We feel like we’ve heard them so often, we know what’s going to be said before it’s said.



In fact, we’d be shocked if it wasn’t said.


Well, I’m not going to do what’s expected and preach a Christmas sermon today.



I’m going to keep on going through Jonah since there’s a great Christmas message here.



But hopefully, it’ll come wrapped in words you wouldn’t have expected.



So maybe you’ll be surprised enough to hear something you haven’t heard before.

We saw last week that this is really quite a surprising ending for the book.



You’d think it would have ended with chapter 3.



Jonah’s preaching was the most successful evangelistic crusade in history.



One day, and the whole city turned to God, from the king on down!


But instead of finding Jonah celebrating, we find him pouting.



He’s angry.



In fact, he repeatedly told God he was angry enough to die.


That poses a major theological question.



You might express it this way.



“Huh!?”


It doesn’t make any sense, does it?



This was great news.



Jonah should have been happy ... but instead, he’s so angry, he wants to die!

So what’s got him so ticked off?




We saw this weeks ago when we first began studying the book.



Jonah didn’t want the Ninevites to be spared.



He wanted God to “nuke ‘em!”

You see that here in verse 2 where he admits it.



He says, in effect, “I knew it; I just knew You’d let them off!”



“This is exactly what I was afraid of.”



“That’s why I ran away in the first place when You told me to go there.”


Why did Jonah want God to destroy them?



Jonah’s egotistical racism was showing.




It’s not just that they were gentiles who worshipped pagan deities  -  they were idolaters. 



And it wasn’t just the violence and brutality of their military exploits – they were mean!


It was the fact that they were Israel’s most hated enemy.



Ninevah was to Israel what Tehran is to Jerusalem today.



This was a monster of a nation that was threatening to wipe Israel off the map!



Jonah despised these people.


Some have suggested that  the only reason he went ahead and preached to them ...



- other than the fear of getting swallowed by another fish if he refused a second time,



- was his expectation that this would really seal their fate:



- having God’s prophet come ... and still continuing in their evil ways.  


He couldn’t stand the possibility that they would actually repent!

You need to feel the impact of Jonah’s bizarre reaction here.



It would be like Billy Graham preaching a crusade.



Then inviting people to come forward to receive Christ.



And being thrilled when nobody came. 



Because those terrible people all deserved to go to hell!


That’s what happened to Jonah here when he realized God wasn’t going to destroy Ninevah.



It made him angry.



Angry enough to die!



Angry at God, Himself!!



And that’s not only stupid; it’s dangerous!!!



Have you ever met anyone who admitted, “I don’t like God?”



Not, “I don’t understand God.”



Or, “I don’t agree with God.”



But, “I don’t like God.”


I have.



After their child died of leukemia.



Or they got laid off at work.



Or their mother died of cancer.



Or a drunk driver left them paralyzed.


That’s how Jonah was reacting when God didn’t do what he wanted Him to.



I want us to focus on that anger this morning.



To understand why we get angry with God.



To think about what that anger means.



And to see how to get rid of that anger.

1.  WHY DO WE GET ANGRY?


We get angry when things don’t go our way.



When we don’t get what we want.



When people don’t do what we think they ought to do.


That’s why Jonah was angry here.



God didn’t do what he wanted.



Jonah wanted Him to destroy Ninevah.



And God had the audacity to ignore what Jonah wanted!


Do you see how childish and immature that is?



How self-centered and arrogant?



I said last week, God was probably saying to Jonah,



“Oh come on, Jonah, grow up; stop acting like a baby!”


You may not think you get angry with God.



But let me show you a few ways I think you do.



We all have expectations of how God should treat us.



Here’s what happens when He doesn’t do what we want.

a.  We think God owes us more

Jonah not only got angry when God didn’t destroy the city of Ninevah.



That was bad enough.



But then he got even angrier when that little vine giving him shade died.



We’ll look more at what that meant next week, when we finish our study of Jonah.


Jonah was acting as if he deserved better treatment from God.



I mean, he was a prophet, after all ... a man of God.



He’d put a lot of effort into this whole venture.



It had been a major inconvenience to come all this way to do God a favor.



The least God could do for him was to wipe out these foul-mouthed barbarians!

You’d never feel that way toward God, would you?



Let me see if I can find a crack in your defensive armor.



This has to do with the tenth commandment.



The one about coveting; not being content, but wanting what others have.


Suppose something wonderful happens to the guy who lives down the street.



The one who yells at his wife and beats his dog and never goes to church.



He wins the Publisher’s Clearing House Sweepstakes ... $10 million.



Him ... of all people!


How do you feel ... you decent, kind-hearted, God-fearing churchgoer, you?



After all you’ve done for the Lord, and He lets that slob win?!



Does it make you angry.



Do you feel that you deserve it a heck of a lot more than he does? 


Maybe it’s the kid who sits in front of you in science who does drugs - and still made an A.



Or the lady in the next office who’s always cutting others down - who got the promotion.


Or the salesman who lies to customers and falsifies records - who got the big raise.



And you know that you deserved it much more than they did - God owed it to you. 

You know what dawned on me as I was thinking about this?




Suppose a new minister came to some liberal church in town.



And within a year, they had a thousand people attending over there.


You know how I would feel?



They don’t even believe the Bible.



Much less Calvinism!



If anybody ought to have a thousand people attending, we ought to!

We’ll get angry with God if we think He owes us.

b.  We use God to get what we want

Jonah seems to be doing this, using God to get what he wanted.



Jonah wanted the Ninevites out of the picture.



They were a threat to his own country, his own people.



The sooner they were obliterated, the better.


God was on his back about going there to preach to them.



There’s no way they were going to repent.



So if he went, like God said, then he could use God to get rid of them.



To make sure they were destroyed.


Jonah’s real god was nationalism ... patriotism ... pride in his own race.



He was using God to prove that the Jews were better than the Ninevites.



Even though he didn’t realize that this was a form of idolatry.



Holding onto patriotism as a false god.

Do you think you can get out of this one?



Don’t kid yourself.



Every one of us is guilty of using God to get what we want.



This is how we convince ourselves that He owes us.


We do all the things He wants us to do.



We go to church ... and read our Bibles ... and even tithe.



And then when we ask God to do something for us, what goes through our mind?



We’re thinking, “God, you’ve seen how much I’ve done for You, haven’t You?”


We’ve used Him to get what we want.



Maybe it’s to get that job we’re hoping for.



Or to get a date with the new hunk who transferred in.



Or to make our marriage work when we realize we’re in trouble.

Let me tell you how you can tell if you’re doing that.



How do you react when things don’t go the way you’d hoped?



Anybody will be disappointed.



But do you get angry because God didn’t come through for you?


Before we realize it, we can let other things become our gods.



Our marriage ... our job ... even our kids.



God will not tolerate being used to get what we really want … that false god in our heart.


As one preacher put it, God says, Love Me for Me ... don’t use Me.”



“I love you for you.”

c.  We blame God for what happens to us
Here’s where we get to the heart of Jonah’s anger.



He wasn’t just mad about what God was doing.



He was mad at God, Himself.



He was blaming God for his own misery.


True, it was what God had sovereignly chosen to do.



God was the one who chose to save Ninevah.



God was the one who provided the worm that chewed the vine.



And God was the one who provided the east wind that made Jonah so miserable.


So whose fault was it that Jonah was miserable?



God’s?



No, it was Jonah’s.

Now, don’t misunderstand me.



I’m not suggesting that every pain and loss and disappointment in your life is your fault.   



Many are, but not all of them.



Not the cancer that strikes, or the drunk driver that runs the light, or the loss of a job.


But the Bible warns about accusing God of evil.



Maybe we don’t accuse Him of doing it, but we want to know why He doesn’t prevent it.


“How can I believe in a God who would let a child die like that?”



“Don’t tell me God is kind when He ignored my prayer and let me lose my house.”


That’s just a thinly disguised way of blaming Him.



And it will produce anger toward God.



Maybe the anger that will make someone turn away from Him in disgust.



Maybe, like Jonah, the anger that will make someone give up on life altogether.

How do you respond to unanswered prayer?



To unfulfilled dreams and hopes?



To illness ... and loss ... and tragedy?



To failure ... and defeat ... and major disappointment?



Do you say, “God, it’s your fault ... and I don’t like You anymore!”




“I’m holding You personally responsible for my unhappiness.”




“You can forget about my ever doing anything for You again!”



Or do you say, “God, I don’t like what’s happened.”




“But I trust You and love You despite that.”




“I may not have what I wanted, but I have You.”


You see, if you turn away from Him, who’s left to turn to?



Yourself?



Do you really think you can do a better job of running the universe?

One of these days we’re going to fall off this little piece of rock we call earth.


If God’s hands aren’t there for you, what will catch you?


Nothing!

God isn’t going to do what we want all the time.


Getting angry at Him won’t make it any better.

2.  WHAT DOES THAT ANGER MEAN?


Like it or not, that anger means we have another god.



This is what the Bible calls having a divided heart.



James 1:8 says people like this are “unstable.”



That’s because they’re serving two gods.


You can see it in people who are “on” and “off” in their spiritual life.



Their belief in God doesn’t do them any good.



One day they can be praising Him, and the next day they’re cursing Him.


The reason for that is that they have another god.



And that god is themselves ... their own desires and hungers and passions.



That’s what’s giving meaning to their life.



Take that away, and they have nothing left to live for.

That’s what accounts for Jonah’s “death wish.”



When his desires weren’t being met, he had nothing left to live for.



That’s why he said to God, “Take away my life.”


Isn’t that amazing?



Here’s Jonah, saying there’s no meaning left to his life.



And he’s saying it to the One who is the only meaning for life.



He’s standing right in front of him! 

Let me suggest three questions you can ask yourself.



Three diagnostic questions to see if this is true of you.



To see if there’s another god in your life.

a.  What seems to destroy your life?

We all experience disappointments and unfulfilled dreams.



You apply for a promotion at work, and somebody else gets it.



You go in for a checkup, and the doctor says it’s cancer.



You try a new job, and it’s a real disaster ... you feel like a total failure.


But do those experiences devastate you?



Do they leave you with nothing left to live for?



Or do they remind you that even if you don’t have those joys, you still have the Lord?



And He’s enough.


That’s what the Old Testament “Feast of Tabernacles” was all about.



It was to remind them of the lesson of the wilderness, when all they had was the Lord.



Each year, the Israelites were to live for a week in a lean-to in the back yard.



That reinforced the fact that even if they had nothing but the Lord, they had enough.

If you don’t have an undivided heart, here’s how you’ll respond.



You’ll say, “Rats.”



And maybe you’ll shed a few sorrowful tears.


But then you’ll say, “Lord, that’s not what gives meaning to my life.”



“You do ... and I’ll never lose You.”



“So we’ll keep going on together ... You and me, Lord.”

b.  What are you living for?

Jonah was living with the delusion that he could understand the universe, if not control it.



He was acting as if everything that took place would make sense to him.



That he could program things so they worked out “right.”



And that would give meaning to his life.


But then he ran into something that didn’t fit.



And it blew his mind.



It left him with nothing to live for.



No purpose in life.


Jonah had another god.



It was himself.



What mattered to him was the Jewish people.



That was his god ... that’s what he was living for.

What are you living for?



What means more to you than anything else?



What’s the source of greatest happiness in your life?



If the magic genie offered to grant you three wishes, what would you ask for?


It would probably be something quite honorable.



Maybe it’s your kids.



Or having a healthy marriage.



Or the acclaim of your peers at work.


Here’s another way of asking that same question.

c.  What can’t you live without?

Suppose God took it away?



God told Abraham to offer his son, Isaac, as a sacrifice to Him.



Jesus told the Rich Young Ruler to sell all his possessions and give the money to the poor.  


He told His followers they’d have to leave father and mother, and die to themselves.


Do you know what it means to live for Jesus?



To want Him more than life itself?



For Jesus Himself to be the key to meaning in your life?


Listen to Paul’s description of that attitude in Philippians.



For me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.



I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ.



I want to know Christ and the power of His resurrection.



One thing I do ... I press on toward the goal ... in Christ Jesus.

If there’s anger and resentment in your life over things not going your way ...


- and if that anger is directed at God,


- then you have another god,


- and you need to get rid of it.

So how do you do that?


By doing what Jonah should have done.


And doing it today, before it’s too late.

3.  HOW DO WE GET RID OF THAT ANGER?
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If the problem is being ruled by what we want ...



- then the answer ought to be obvious;



- we need to learn to want what God wants.


Years ago, Inter Varsity’s college magazine, His , had a great article on prayer.



It said prayer is not so much learning how to get what we want.



As it is learning how to want what we get.


Jonah wanted God to destroy the Ninevites to prove how good the Jews were.



Or at least to make them pay first ... to suffer ... before He let them off the hook.  



That way Jonah could continue to feel superior to them.


But what did God want?   The same two things He wants today.



He wants to save the lost.



And he wants to purify His people.

a.  God wants to save the lost  (like Ninevah)
This is what we’ll be focusing on next week.



How much God loved the people of Ninevah.



He loved them enough to send His prophet to preach to them.



And He also loved them enough to give His Son to die for them.


If Jonah could have wanted what God wanted, then he wouldn’t have been angry, would he?



He would have been absolutely thrilled



Like the angels in heaven that Jesus said rejoice over one sinner who repents (Luke 15:10).  


What about the rejoicing over an entire city of 120,000?!

How about you?



How important is that to you?



Do you look at non Christians around you as just “nice” people?



Or do you look at them as lost souls, cut off from God, without hope apart from Christ?


The movie “Toy Story” had a phrase that I’m sure you’ve heard.. 



It’s Buzz Lightyear’s classic line. 




“To infinity ... and beyond!”


How about the lost?



Do you see that for them, it’s “To eternity ... and beyond”?



But without hope ... because they’re still in their sins?

Jesus said, “The Son of Man has come to seek and to save the lost” (Luke 15:35).



He said that after telling three parables.



The Parables of the Lost Coin, the Lost Sheep, and the Lost (Prodigal) Son.



God wants to see the lost saved.



It’s the passion that has driven Him since sin entered the human race in Eden.



2 Peter 3:8 says He does not want anyone to perish, but for everyone to come to Jesus. 

How does your heart compare with that?


Are you driven by what you want ... success, pleasure, peace, happiness?


Or are you driven by what He wants ... the salvation of the lost ... even the worst of them? 

b.  God wants to purify His people  (like Jonah)

It wasn’t just that God loved the people of Ninevah and wanted to save them from their sin of idolatry.



He loved Jonah, too.



And He wanted to save him from his sin of idolatry.


That’s why He didn’t give up on this angry, self-centered, immature little prophet.



He kept on teaching him that he was made for something better than the idol of self.



He was made for the Lord.

In The Wounded Healer , Henri Nouwen retells a tale from ancient India.



Four royal brothers decided each to master a special ability.



Time went by, and the brothers met to reveal what they had learned.


“I have mastered a science,” said the first,



- by which I can take but a bone of some creature,



- and create the flesh that goes with it.”


“I,” said the second, “know how to grow that creature’s skin and hair,



- if there is flesh on its bones.”


The third said, “I am able to create its limbs,



- if I have the flesh, the skin, and the hair.”


“And I,” concluded the fourth, “know how to give life to that creature,



- if its form is complete.”


Thereupon the brothers went into the jungle to find a bone, 




- so they could demonstrate their specialties.



As fate would have it, the bone they found was a lion’s.



One added flesh to the bone,




- the second grew hide and hair,




- the third completed it with matching limbs,




- and the fourth gave the lion life.


Shaking its mane, the ferocious beast arose and jumped on his creators.



He killed them all and vanished contentedly into the jungle.

We, too, have the capacity to create what can devour us.



Goals and dreams can consume us.



Possessions and property can turn and destroy us.


That is, unless we seek God’s kingdom and righteousness,



- and allow Him to breathe into what we make of life.

Jonah had created a monstrous idol.


God loved him too much to leave him with it to be devoured.


He kept teaching him that he was made for something better.


For the Lord, Himself.


That’s what He’s trying to teach you and me. 

