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“For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord,

and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake.”       II Cor. 4:5

GOD WON’T TAKE “NO” FOR AN ANSWER
Jonah 3:1-3
 Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying,

“Arise, go to Ninevah, that great city, and call out against it the message that I tell you.”  Jonah 3:1
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Have you ever thought of God as stubborn?



Not as in “defiant,” or “obstinate,” or “bullheaded.”



But as in “persistent,” “determined,” “tenacious.”


It takes that kind of healthy stubbornness to get anywhere with kids, doesn’t it?



You tell your daughter to turn off the television, to clean up her room, 




... and she starts whining, 




... “You don’t love me!”



You call your son in from the back yard ball game, to finish his homework, 




... and he starts complaining,




... “Nobody else’s mom is this mean!”


All of a sudden, they’ve turned into negotiators, haven’t they?



They’re trying to get you to compromise, to settle for less than you’ve demanded.



They’re hoping to wear you down so they won’t have to do it.


All too often we cave in.



“Okay, you can finish this program, but then at least pick up the dirty clothes.”



“All right, go ahead and play, but don’t forget to do your homework after dinner.”

But God won’t take “No” for an answer.



He loves you too much to let you settle for second best.



He’s more stubborn than you are!


That’s how He was with Jonah.  


In chapter 1, God said, “Jonah, I want you to go to Ninevah for Me.”




But Jonah said, “Not me,” and headed in the opposite direction.




So God sent a storm and a fish to bring Jonah back.



Then, in chapter 3, God said, “Let’s try it again, Jonah.”




“Like I said the first time, I want you to go to Ninevah for me.”




And this time, Jonah said, “Okay.”


Initially, Jonah was probably hoping God would go away and ignore him.



Maybe God would forget about him, way out there at sea.



Or at least, he could bargain with God.



He wouldn’t do Ninevah, but maybe God would make him a better offer.


But God won’t take “no” for an answer.



He had a job for Jonah.



And He was stubborn enough to do whatever it took to get Jonah to do it.



Even if it meant almost killing him!

There’s a cycle here that I want to show you.



This is what happened to Jonah.



And this is what happens to us, too.


It follows the sequence of events in Jonah’s life.




God has an assignment for you.




If you refuse, He’ll make your life miserable.



When you repent, He’ll forgive you.




But then He’ll send you back to do what He asked in the first place.


That’s how it ought to work with the kids, isn’t it?



We tell them to do something.




When they refuse, we discipline them.



They tell us they’re sorry, and we hug them.




But then we tell them to go do what we asked them to do in the first place.

Let’s look at how this works itself out.


First in the life of this prodigal prophet named Jonah.



And then in our own lives.

1.  The Principle of Divine REVELATION


God has an assignment for you  (Jon. 1:1)

Look back at chapter 1, verse 1.



The word of the LORD came to Jonah.



Go to the great city of Ninevah and preach aganst it.

That was God’s assignment to Jonah.



Now, He had every right to send Jonah on that, or any mission.



Jonah was the Lord’s prophet ... that was his job.


But Jonah didn’t like that particular assignment.



He didn’t see any reason why he should have to go preach to those godless pagans.



He didn’t want to do it, so he just said, “No.”


But Jonah didn’t have the right to say, “No.”



When God gives an assignment, it’s to be obeyed without question.



He’s God!

What assignment has God given to you?



I doubt if it’s to go preach in Ninevah!



The remains of that ancient city lie buried in the sands in Iraq.


But every one of us is under orders and receives assignments from our commander-in-chief.



God is not an interested bystander, watching what you do with your life.



He’s exercising His right to ask anything He wants of you.


This is what I’ve called the principle of divine “revelation.”



God has told us what He wants us to do.



And He’s done so in two ways.

First, some of His assignments have already come to you in the form of general commands in Scripture.



These are statements of His will directed to every Christian.



In fact, every page of Scripture comes pre-loaded with orders from our sovereign.  


God has given every one of us the assignment of keeping His day holy by public worship.



You’re under orders to be here every Sunday morning.



To disobey that order is just as serious as Jonah’s defying God.


He’s also told us to cultivate the fruit of the Spirit in our lives.




To get rid of the contentious spirit and sarcastic tongue that tear people down. 



To replace them with a gentle spirit and a positive tongue that builds people up. 


The Scriptures tell us we’re to work at developing a life of prayer.



Not to be content with “Now I lay me down to sleep.”



But to learn how to have rich daily conversations with the Father. 


His word tells us that ten percent of our income belongs to Him.


He’s given each of us the assignment of tithing.



We’re under orders to return at least that much to Him.
The other kind of assignments will be those that come directed specifically to you.



They’ll have to do with a particular job He has for you at this time.



Where He has zeroed in on you.


It may be an assignment to prepare for the vocation He’s called you to.



Not necessarily to be a minister or a missionary.



But to be a junior high math teacher, or an industrial laborer, or a computer salesman.


Perhaps it’s the direction He wants you to take right now.



He’s calling you to get an education.



But you’re in too big a hurry to get rich.


Maybe your current assignment is to work on some area of sin in your life.



Is He telling you that he wants to deal with your drinking problem? 



Is He telling you that He wants you to get rid of the pornography stored in your computer?


What about relationships?



Is there somebody you’re holding a grudge against?  Maybe a relative, or a co-worker?



Even though you know God is telling you to go to that person in humility, and fix it?

Our tendency is to do what Jonah did.



To ignore God and head in the opposite direction.



To think that we can bargain with Him and get Him to settle for less.


We do that with those universal assignments we find in Scripture.



“God, You said church every Sunday ... but You’ll have to settle for once a month from me.”



“God, You said only gentle words ... but that guy’s such a scoundrel, I just can’t.”



“God, You said to pray all the time ... but I’m just too busy for more than grace at meals.”



“God, You said ten percent ... but two percent is all I can spare right now.”


We also do it with the individual assignments that come hand delivered to our door.



“God, I’m pretty sure You want me to be an electrician ... but I want something more glamorous.” 


“God, it seems like You’re pointing me to school ... but I want to spend that money on a new car now!”



“God, I’ll get rid of most of those magazines ... but I need to keep a few of the better ones.”



“God, You keep bringing that estranged ex-friend across my path ... 




- but I just don’t want to deal with those old arguments that pulled us apart. 

Is there anything in that list of illustrations that sounds familiar to you?



Have I hit on an area of your life where you’re running from God’s assignment?



Where you’re just as much a fugitive from Him as Jonah was?



Where you’re hoping He’ll make a deal with you?



Where you think He’ll let you get by with less than He’s assigned?


You need to know that you’re responsible to Him.




He’ll hold you accountable for your response to His assignment.

 

Jonah discovered that it’s dangerous to try to give God “No” for an answer.

2.  The Principle of Divine RECONSTRUCTION


If you refuse, He’ll make your life miserable  (Jon. 1:4)

If you’d been at Joppa the day Jonah sailed, you’d probably have seen a smiling prophet.



He was on his way out of town.


So much for going to Ninevah.



If God wanted a preacher to go there, He’d have to look for somebody else!


In fact, he may have been looking forward to turning this into a little vacation.



What could be better than a leisurely cruise on the Mediterranean.



Sunny blue skies ... white sandy beaches ... delicious moonlight dinners!



But first, down below for a little nap. 


However, his happiness didn’t last very long, did it?



First it was the storm ... the worst one those experienced sailors had ever seen!



And then it was the fish ... instead of having dinner, he was dinner!



Jonah was miserable!

If you refuse to carry out the assignment God has given you, it’s entirely possible that He’ll make you miserable, too.



Maybe not at first.



The initial part of Jonah’s cruise was quite pleasant.



But then it hit!


There’s no mistaking the fact that God was the one behind Jonah’s misery.



Chapter 1, verse 4 is quite clear ... The LORD send a great wind on the sea.



Then down in verse 17 ... The LORD provided a great fish to swallow Jonah.



And Jonah knew it: You hurled me into the deep ... Your waves swept over me  (2:3).

When you choose sin and disobedience as your course, there may be pleasure for a while.



Just like the Prodigal Son in Luke 15.



He was having a great time ... partying with the in crowd at the best night spots in town! 


But he wound up in rags, reduced to feeding pigs for a living ... and even eating their disgusting food!  

This was happening to Jonah at the same time Haggai was God’s prophet to the people of Jerusalem.



They’d come out of decades of bondage in Babylon.



Now, they were back home in their own land.


God had an assignment for them.



His house, the temple, was in ruins.



He wanted them to rebuild it so that they could again worship Him there.


But they’d been putting it off for years and years.



Instead, they were spending their time and money in building their own homes.



In fact, they’d been building themselves “paneled” homes - an extravagant luxury! 


Listen to what God had to say to them in Haggai 1.


       Give careful thought to your ways.  You have planted much, but have harvested little.  

       


You eat, but never have enough.  You drink, but never have your fill.  


You put on clothes, but are not warm.  You earn wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it.”
Does that sound at all familiar to you?




Business is booming, but something is still missing at the end of the day.



You go out to dinner and the movies, but come home feeling empty.



You find some great bargains when you go shopping, but the excitement disappears after they’re in the closet.



You bring home plenty of money on payday, but it’s gone before you get it into the bank!



Like the people of Haggai’s day, “you earn wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it.”

Now, don’t go thinking that this means that if you have any problems in your life,



- that it means God is disciplining you for disobedience,



- that you’ve got to search until you find where you’ve messed up.

No, we live in a sinful world.



Planes crash, economies fail, people have heart attacks, drunk drivers kill children.  



In a fallen world, calamities come ... to Christians as well as to non-Christians.

But having said that, I also have to say that some of your problems just might be from God.



The Bible is clear that God will intervene in our lives when we ignore Him.



Just like with Jonah, if you refuse His assignment, He’ll make your life miserable.



That’s what He did with the people of Haggai’s day.


It’s not that God is mean-spirited.



It’s just the opposite.



He makes us uncomfortable because He loves us.



He loves us too much to let us be comfortable in our sin.


It’s an act of discipline, just like when we spank our children.



Prov. 3:12 says, the LORD disciplines those He loves, as a father the son he delights in.


That verse is quoted in the New Testament, in Hebrews 12:6.


That’s why I’ve called this the principle of “Divine Reconstruction.”



God was making Job miserable because He loved him and wanted to change him to rebuild him.


The storm and the fish were His instruments to teach Jonah not only to obey.



But also to break his self-righteous pride so he could preach grace to the Ninevites.

Where will God touch your life if you’re ignoring His assignment?



Where will you find those disconcerting fingerprints of God telling you ...




- it’s not just a streak of bad luck,




- but it’s the hand of God saying, “Wake up!”



Let me suggest a few areas where He has been known to tap us on the shoulder.



A few doors into our lives where He has been known to knock.


It may be that He’s knocking at the door of your marriage.



You find yourself arguing about little things all the time.



You just don’t seem as close as you used to be.



Is He making you miserable there as a way of calling you back to Himself?  


It may be that He’s knocking at the door of your job.



You don’t seem to be able to satisfy the boss, regardless of what you do.



You used to enjoy what you do, but now there’s just no sense of satisfaction in it.



Is He making you miserable there as a way of calling you back to Himself?  


It may be that He’s knocking at the door of your health.



You’ve always been as healthy as a horse, and you eat right and exercise regularly.



But recently you’ve been plagued with one problem after another.



Is He making you miserable there as a way of calling you back to Himself?  


It may be that He’s knocking at the door of your finances.




You’re making enough money, more than ever before.



But you keep getting hit with unexpected bills that put you further and further in debt.



Is He making you miserable there as a way of calling you back to Himself?  

It may be one of countless other doors in your life where He’s knocking. 



Again, problems are not necessarily a sign that God’s intentionally making you miserable.



But it’s worth looking to see, because it just might be Him … trying to get your attention.


It certainly was with Jonah!



And it worked!  

3.  The Principle of Divine RESTORATION



When you repent, He’ll forgive you  (Jon. 2:10)

There was no mistaking that fact in Jonah’s case.



He knew he’d been forgiven because of his miraculous deliverance.



He’d survived three days inside that fish before it vomited him onto dry land.



Nobody but God could have done that!


God was sending him on a mission to preach in Ninevah.



His assignment was to tell them that they were sinners in danger of divine judgment.



As God said in chapter 1, their wickedness has come up before Me.

But he was also to tell them that if they repented, God would forgive them.



Do you see now how important his own experience in the fish was?



It made him living proof that God really does forgive and restore repentant sinners.


Jonah was completely pardoned.



There was no condition attached.



No act of contrition he had to perform.



God was treating him as if he had never gone astray.

That’s how God’s forgiveness works.



He doesn’t put us on probation, and wait to see if we do better.



He doesn’t hold a grudge, and keep throwing our past failures up in our face.



When He forgives, He removes our sins as far as the east is from the west (Ps. 103:12).


That’s the “good news” of the Gospel ...



- not only that it’s free ... it doesn’t cost us anything,



- but also that it’s complete ... it makes you absolutely pure in His sight.


If you’re a fugitive like Jonah, and God’s been making you miserable ...



- you really need to hear this,



- that you can start all over with God, 



- as if you’d never done anything wrong!

The only condition is that you repent.



You don’t have to fix all the things that are wrong.



You don’t have to promise to do something to make up for your sins.



You don’t have to prove that you’ll never say “No” to Him again. 



You couldn’t do that, even if you tried.


The one thing you have to do is repent.




To face the fact of your guilt ... your refusal to do what He’s said.



And to ask Him to change you ... to give you a new heart that wants to do His will.


That’s what you did when you first became a Christian.



And that’s what you need to do over and over again.



Every time you realize that He’s convicting you of some area of sin.

4.  The Principle of Divine RECAPITULATION



But then He’ll send you back to do what He asked in the first place  (Jon. 3:1)

I rather imagine that Jonah hoped it was all over.



He had gone through a terrible ordeal.



He had learned his lesson.



Now he could go back home, right?


WRONG!



Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time:



Go to the great city of Ninevah and proclaim to it the message I give you.


God won’t take “No” for an answer.



If you refuse, He’ll make your life miserable.



When you repent, He’ll forgive you.



But then He’ll send you back to do what He asked in the first place.


He won’t negotiate with you to find something you feel like doing.



You’ve told Him “No.”



He’s made your life miserable.



You’ve repented and been forgiven.


Now you’re back where you started, as His word comes to you a second time.



If He told you to tithe, giving Him the first ten percent of your income ...




- you’re not off the hook;




- that still stands, and He expects you to do it.



If He told you to honor Him in worship every Lord’s Day ...




- you’re not off the hook;




- that still stands, and He expects you to do it.



If He told you to go and be reconciled to that person who’s holding a grudge ...




- you’re not off the hook;




- that still stands, and He expects you to do it.


If He told you to get rid of that sin, to cultivate a new attitude, to head in a new direction ...




- you’re not off the hook;




- that still stands, and He expects you to do it.

Have you ever heard what shepherds used to do with sheep that wandered off?


They’d break their legs and carry them while the fracture healed.


That would develop a bond between sheep and shepherd so the sheep wouldn’t want to wander any more.

The first time God gave Jonah an assignment, he refused.


He wound up in the belly of a fish.


What do you think would have happened if he’d said “No” the second time?

God has given you an assignment.


Maybe you’ve said “No,” and wound up in a mess.


Do you really want to risk saying “No” a second time?

