STUDY GUIDE FOR HOME GROUPS

No. 12, John 17:12

1.  In what ways had Jesus been “with them?”  What must that experience have been like for them?  Why didn’t they fully understand His mission?

2.  If you had been Jesus, how would you have felt about the disciples after those three years of day in and day out contact?  How would that have been different in His heart, since He is God?

3.  What did Jesus mean when He said He had “kept them in Your name?”  Why did they need that?  Why “in Your name?”  How had He done that?

4.  How does Jesus do that today for us?  What would happen to us if He weren’t continuing to do so?

5.  From what had Jesus “guarded” them?  What threats were there for them?  What threats are there for us, and how is He guarding us today?

6.  Count how many times in this chapter (in this prayer) Jesus refers to believers as “mine” or those “given” to Him by the Father.  What does that say about Him?  About you?

7.  Can you think of occasions in the gospels where one or more of the twelve COULD have been “lost?”  What common factors do you find among those occasions?

8.  Can you think of occasions in your life where you COULD have been lost?  What happened?  How close did you come?  How does that realization affect you?

9.  Which one of the twelve was lost?  How did that happen?  Why is he called “the son of perdition?”  Did Jesus fail in this one instance?  Might He fail in your case?

10.  Why was this one lost?  What Scripture was fulfilled?  What does this teach us about the Scripture?  How should that affect our use of the Scripture today?

