STUDY GUIDE FOR HOME GROUPS 
No. 10, John 17:9 

1. As you look back at verses 7 and 8, what do you see in your life that confirms that Jesus has given you “the words” that the Father gave to Him? What are you doing with them? 

2. What did Jesus’ intimacy with the Father (our theme in studying this prayer) lead Him to pray about in verse 9? If your intimacy with the Father is increasing, who will you be praying for? 

3. More specifically, who was Jesus praying for here? Who was He NOT praying for here? What two groups are represented by this discrimination in Jesus’ prayer?
 
4. What did Jesus mean by “the world?” He clearly did not mean that in a geological sense: the third planet from the sun! Why does that word best characterize one group of people?
 
5. Why would Jesus NOT be praying for everyone? Did He not care about the lost? How does this relate to the doctrine of “Limited Atonement” (the “L” in the T-U-L-I-P acrostic)?
 
6. Does this mean that we should not be praying for everyone, either, but only for Christians? What is different about the perspective from which we pray in contrast to that of Jesus?
 
7. How did Jesus describe those for whom He WAS praying? How and when had they been given to Him by the Father? Why would the Father have chosen them (or you) to be one of His?
 
8. What attitude in Jesus’ heart would have motivated Him to pray on behalf of those people? Is that attitude of heart still there? Is it motivating Him as He prays for you today from heaven? 

9. What sorts of things would Jesus have been praying for on behalf of those people? What is He praying for today? 

10. What steps could you take to make your prayer life become more and more like Jesus’ prayer life when it comes to praying for those the Father has given to Him?
