HOME BIBLE STUDY GUIDE
Jesus the Evangelist No. 7 – John 3:16

“THE GOSPEL OF LOVE”


Learning to share the Gospel from the book of John 

1. What do you think comes to people’s minds today when they see a sign (as at sporting events or on a billboard) that reads JN 3:16?

2. This verse is an excellent answer to the question, “What is the gospel?” In your own words, and using the ideas found in this verse, how would you answer that question? 

3. Why are such descriptions of the gospel as these inadequate? Invite Jesus into your heart. Believe in God. Embrace God’s love. Make peace with God. 

4. What words can you think of to describe the nature of God’s love? (Hint: try meditating on this using the words in the Shorter Catechism’s answer to the question, “What is God?”) 

5. Why do you think many commentators have written that the word “so” is the key to understanding the greatness of this statement? 

6. What would Nicodemus (and Jews like him) have thought when they heard that God loves “the world?” What was so shocking about that? Why should it still shock us today?

7. What did God’s love “give?” Why is this the truest measure of the greatness of the love expressed by any personal being, human or divine? 

8. Why did God give this particular gift to the world, and not something else? What did this gift purchase that no other gift could have? 

9. What should this change in the way we view and act toward lost people around us today (as we seek to cultivate an outreach mentality)?

10. If the greatest act of love is God’s giving His son out of love for the world, then what must be the greatest evil, deserving of the greatest punishment?
