STUDY GUIDE FOR HOME GROUPS

John 17:1 

1.  It has been said that this “is the greatest prayer that was ever offered on earth and it followed the greatest sermon that was ever preached on earth.”  Why do you think this is so?

2.  This prayer was offered either in the upper room or in the garden of Gethsemane.  How does this realization effect our appreciation of it?

3.  This has often been called Jesus’ “High Priestly Prayer.”  In what ways do you find that to be a very accurate description of it?  (See Hebrews 4:14 - 16.)

4.  What do the words, “He lifted up His eyes to heaven,” tell us about the nature of prayer?  How could this become a more accurate description of your prayer life?

5.  Jesus addressed his prayer to “Father” (not MY Father or OUR Father).  He does so six times in this prayer.  What does that tell us about the Father?  About Jesus?  About their relationship?

6.  In what ways is Jesus continuing to pray this prayer right now?  (See Hebrews 7:25)  What petitions have already been answered? What is He still praying for that has not yet been completed?

7.  What is the focus of most of our prayer requests?  What was the focus of Jesus’ requests here?  What changes do we need to make?

