THE BILL MCKEE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
INFORMATION GUIDE

I. PURPOSE

In the summer of 2002 the Session of LOPC adopted The LOPC Scholarship Program – a program which had been presented to the Session after much consideration by a committee formed by the Session to research and design such a scholarship program.  The purpose of this scholarship program is stated in the following paragraph.

Desiring that there be an ever increasing number of full-time Christian workers emerge from the youth of LOPC, and believing that exposing an expanding number of our youth to sound teaching and preaching of the Word in a supportive atmosphere over an extended period of time increases the probably of this occurring, the Session has established The LOPC Scholarship Program with the intent of attracting and retaining Godly families which intend to raise their children under the nurture and admonition of the Lord in a church which nurtures its families with sound teaching and preaching of the Word and which supports their children and young people in a variety of ways including scholarship grants for qualifying students in qualifying private Christian schools, private and public colleges and universities and seminaries.

Not only is the intent of this program to assist Godly families with the education of their children, it has been designed to stress a Christian education, provide a means for those members of the congregation who wish to fulfill their commitment to assist parents in the Christian nurture of their children through organized encouragement and prayer support, hold our students close to the LOPC family when they leave home for school, encourage our young people to associate with Christians when away at school, and fast track our students into a church home when away from home.  Obviously, assisting a young person with education expenses does not require an organized church. However, raising a child in a supportive, nurturing environment with sound teaching and preaching of the Word does require a body of believers, as does the creation of full-time Christian workers.

II. REQUIREMENTS FOR ELIGIBILITY

a. Requirements for Families

1. At least one parent must have been a member of LOPC for two years and sign the Family Pledge.

2. The family must be active in the life of the church including:  regular church attendance, regular Sunday School attendance, Bible study participation, and support of the church through talents and income.  Participation will be determined based upon Sunday School attendance records and the blue cards which are completed during the church service, and attendance at least 75% of the time will be considered the minimum level of attendance in order to participate in The LOPC Scholarship Program.

3. A maximum number of two students from one family may qualify for financial grants from the program at the same time.  Although there is a desire that none who might otherwise qualify would be excluded from the financial grant portion of the program, this desire must be balanced with the desire to have as many families as possible participate in a meaningful way.  It should be kept in mind that the participation of any child in a family benefits all the children in that family and that other benefits of the program are extended to all the students in the church.
4. At least one parent must be active in the operation of The LOPC Scholarship Program if called upon to assist.

5. Any funds received from The LOPC Scholarship Program must be used for school tuition, books or fees.

6. A family must apply for a grant from The LOPC Scholarship Program at least one year in advance of the beginning of the school year in which the money will be spent.  During that year the family’s and student’s participation in LOPC activities and their financial support of the church will be monitored in order to determine if the spiritual maturity of the family, as indicated by participation and support, qualifies the family for the program.  During the start up period of The LOPC Scholarship Program, this one year period is waived, and the Session will evaluate any applying family and student for participation in the program.
b. Requirements for Students

1. Any student participating in The LOPC Scholarship Program must be active in the life of the church including:  regular church attendance, regular Sunday School attendance, and active participation in a youth group.  Participation will be determined based upon Sunday School attendance records and the blue cards which are completed during the church service, and attendance at least 75% of the time will be considered the minimum level of attendance expected in order to participate in The LOPC Scholarship Program.

2. For a student to receive a grant for a college, university, or seminary education, they must be a member of LOPC and sign the Student Pledge promising to be active in LOPC activities when home from school, including youth group, and promising to be active in the activities of a church approved by a full-time pastor at LOPC when away at school.  The student must maintain a record of church attendance and Christian activities when away at school and supply a copy to those administering the program at LOPC when grades are supplied, along with the name of a contact at the church being attended.
3. For any student to qualify for a grant, they must be a full-time student pursuing a degree at an Accredited Christian School of Palm Beach County or a college, university, or seminary approved by a full-time pastor at LOPC.

4. Beginning in the ninth grade, a student must have a current grade point average or a cumulative grade point average of at least 3.0 in a 4.0 system, or the equivalent, to qualify for additional grant funds.  Grades must be supplied to those administering the program on a timely basis by the student or a parent.

5. The earliest grade level to qualify for a grant is the first grade.

6. The maximum number of years of student eligibility for grades 1 through 12 is 12 years.

7. The maximum number of years of student eligibility for community colleges is 2 years or 4 terms.

8. The maximum number of years of student eligibility for colleges and universities is 4 years or 8 terms with the senior year being the last year for which grants will be made.

9. The maximum number of years of student eligibility for seminary is 3 years of 6 terms.

10. Any funds received from The LOPC Scholarship Program must be used for school tuition, books, or fees.

11. Students will not qualify for grants if attending Trade Schools.

c. Requirements for Schools

1. Local Christian Schools being attended for grades 1 through 12 must appear on the Directory of Palm Beach County Christian Schools in order for a student attending that school to qualify for a grant.

2. Colleges, universities, and seminaries being attended by an applicant must be approved by a full-time pastor at LOPC in order for a student attending that school to qualify for a grant.
3. Students will not qualify for grants if attending trade schools.
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