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UNDER THE STEEPLE

    May, 2009                                Lake Osborne Presbyterian Church (*PCA)                

                                                                            Lake Worth, Florida

________________________________________________________________

Happy 52nd  Anniversary
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to   L  O  P  C!

1957 – 2009
[image: image3.wmf]LOPC ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
We will celebrate our church anniversary on Mother’s Day, May 10th.  Our Pastor Emeritus, Rev. Lynn Downing, will be here to preach that morning.  We look forward to welcoming him back home and leading us into God’s word.

This will also be the day for our next Quarterly Prayer Service.  Members of our “Fan the Flame” revitalization team will relate areas of ministry in which God’s blessing is evident, and will lead us in prayer for His continuing guidance in our pursuit of greater church health.
PANICO APPRECIATION SUNDAY

On Sunday, May 24th, John Panico will complete his term as seminary youth intern here at LOPC.  We have been richly blessed in many areas of our church life by John and Tiffany (along with little Hannah).  On that Sunday morning, we’ll devote part of our service to testimonies of thanks and to prayer for God’s blessing on his future ministry.
In place of our regular Sunday evening service that night, there will be a 6:00 pm reception in the fellowship hall in honor of the Panicos.  We look forward to hearing  in that gathering from many of our teens and parents of particular ways in which John and Tiffany have helped them grow in Christ.

CHURCH PICNIC TO WELCOME THE FORESTERS
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On Sunday morning, May 31st, we will welcome Jay Forester as our new Assistant to the Pastor and director of youth ministry.  Jay and Anna are moving here from Jackson, MS where Jay has been teaching in a Christian School and serving as a youth director since his graduation from Reformed Theological Seminary.  
Following the morning service, we will all gather for a church picnic at the Center Drive Pavilion at John Prince State Park.  Hamburgers, hot dogs, and drinks will be supplied by the church.  Please bring covered dish items to complete the meal.  (There will be no evening service at church that day.) This will provide a wonderful opportunity to get to know this couple as they begin their ministry with us.  Jay looks forward to completing his presbytery examinations in time to be ordained as our Assistant Pastor in October.
NEWS FROM THE PEWS
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After many years of wonderful contributions to this column, Carolyn Kullmar has retired her pen (or her computer keyboard).  She has done a magnificent job of sharing news with us of God’s working in the lives of members of our church family.  We will miss her monthly contribution here.

That means we are looking for someone to pick up the torch (or keyboard!) and carry on where she has left off.  If you believe God might be calling you to this ministry, please give us a call in the church office.
SUNDAY EVENINGS IN MAY

May 3 – Distinctives of the Reformed Faith: Part 6, Expository Preaching

May 10 – Special Guest, Rev. John van Hemert, chaplain to sailors at the Port of Palm Beach,

and national board member of the Lord’s Day Alliance

May 17 – Distinctives of the Reformed Faith: part 7 – The Lord’s Supper

including monthly celebration of the sacrament of communion

(along with special reports from Charlie Gauger (Washington Mission Trip) and Carl Ashley (Moscow Choral Festival)
May 24 – Fellowship Hall reception in honor of the Panicos
May 31 – no evening service (because of the afternoon picnic)
YOUTH GROUP NEWS
Dear Church Family,

Grace and peace to you! As the season is rapidly coming to an end, Charlie and Christy are working feverishly in preparing for the missions trip to Washington State where six of our youth - Michaela, Megan, Emily, Caroline, Melissa, and Chris Lennon - will be accompanied by the Gaugers and Jay Forrester to work VBS and construction projects on an Indian Reservation. We are utilizing Sunday night’s Plugged IN to prepare and pray for those that will be going on this trip. Please remember them in your prayers as they make their preparations to be Christ’s ambassadors on the other side of our beautiful country. Special thanks to all who have prayed for this project and to those who have been used to help make the financial provision for this trip. 

We are also planning for our return trip to the Rainbow River on May 29th and 30th. Including leaders, we have about 20 people going on this trip where we will float on inner tubes and enjoy the beauty of God’s creation together. We praise God in the provision of Jay and Anna Forrester to come and lead the youth of LOPC and ask that you please continue to keep the youth ministry team in your prayers as we prepare for transition. You are Plugged IN!

Love in Christ,

John, Tiffany, and Hannah
FROM JAY MYERS AND THE OUTREACH TEAM
Last year Tiffany suggested that the Youth Rummage Sale ought to be more than just a way for strangers to come to a church looking for bargains so... Last month on March 28th we determined to leverage the rummage sale into a way for those people to be treated more as "guests unaware" that they had really come looking for a friendly face, an encouraging word, and a lifting of their cares up to heaven in prayer.  We had our own table near the checkout, a "prayer box", and FREE PRAYER!  There were shoppers who availed themselves of our hospitality and were blessed for their efforts.  And so were we.  Not that that was the reward we sought.  By no means!  But such is the love of our Awesome God!  Regards, Jay (Cultivating an "outreach mentality" is one of the most important initiatives undertaken by the Fanning the Flame Team.)
THE SIGN ON THE PARCHMENT

An Outreach Story … from Pascal Amouzou

A missionary went to a remote land in Latin America to spread the gospel. The king saw in him an opportunity to increase his powers by adding one more god to those he already had and using him to carry out his religion. It was not long before the magicians, enchanters, sorcerers and astrologers of the kingdom saw in him a threat to their long established powers. Therefore, they plotted to kill him. They murdered one of the newly converted to Christ and accused the missionary of having done it.

In that remote land where you are guilty until you can prove you are innocent, a hasty trial found him guilty and he was condemned to death. But his enemies wanted to prove to the whole kingdom that his God was powerless, in order to extinguish the flickering light in the few newly converted to Christ. They told the king they wanted to give him a second chance to prove his innocence. On the day of his execution, he would be presented with ten pieces of parchment. On one of the pieces, there would be a sign and the nine remaining would be blank. If he could pick the only piece that had the sign, he would be spared. The king agreed.

On the eve of his execution, the magicians, enchanters, sorcerers and astrologers went to see him to make fun of him. He told them his God wasn’t powerful enough to save his life. They told him it was impossible for him to pick the piece of parchment with a sign because, they would make sure that all the ten pieces of parchment would be blank. He spent the night in prayer and while praying, an idea germinated in his mind.

Comes the day of the execution, and he declared before the whole kingdom that even if it was a single marked piece of parchment among 1000, his God is so powerful that He will guide his hand to pick up that only piece. His enemies smiled.

The ceremony was chaired by the sorcerer in chief of the kingdom. He showed to the crowd nine blank pieces of parchment and the single marked piece, then substituted the marked piece by a blank one and presented the whole to the missionary. Nobody noticed it expect the conspirators and their victim. 

He said loudly: “God, this is your victory, not mine, guide my hand to the only marked piece of parchment”. Then, he stretched his hand, picked up one piece of parchment, threw it into his mouth and swallowed it.

After a few seconds of bewilderment, his enemies declared that nobody saw the piece he picked so they need to start over again. He addressed the king and said: “Since there was only one piece which had a mark, they can check the nine remaining pieces. If none is marked, then it will be clear that I swallowed the marked piece”.  “It makes sense” said the king.

The missionary is still in the kingdom and planning to extend his activities to reach out to more people. It goes without saying that all he needs is our help. And we can be part of any missionary effort by contributing to the mission fund.
PERSONAL MINISTRY OUTREACH REPORT
from Dennis Clark

Black Gold Jubilee 2009

Leaving my home in Boynton Beach before sunrise with a bad head cold wasn’t my idea on how to start a day of evangelism. Finding a fast food outlet for breakfast made things a little brighter. I headed west on Southern Boulevard’s Route 98. The road was desolate through the long stretch of sugar cane and sweet corn to Belle Glade’s Torrey Island where the Black Gold Jubilee was being held. I arrived at the island, crossing the narrow one-lane bridge over the rim canal in good time and began to set up the ‘Wordless Book’ tent with its bright orange side curtains. The sun arose briskly on the chilly morning making the setup work seem effortless with God’s blessing. I thought of the brothers and sisters at LOPC praying for this Gospel work to reach the children of the Glades. Time went by quickly as the people came in to see the different artifacts being sold and sample the food vendors’ creations. The chairman of the Black Gold committee was gracious in allowing me to set up my tent next to the children’s free rides. 
The first little boy came with his father asking me when the rides were to open. I showed him the Wordless Book and asked if he had ever seen one before. He said no. I then asked if he would like to hear the story. He curiously sat down on the folding chair and anxiously listened to God’s plan of salvation. His father looked on but seemed oblivious to the message of the Gospel. After presenting the Gospel and questioning the little boy for clarity, I asked if he would like to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as his Savior. He responded that he would and he prayed to receive Christ into his heart. I gave him follow up material and a ‘Wordless Book’ bracelet. We went over what colored beads on the bracelet stood for so he could tell the Gospel story to his father and friends.

Ray Dunn, my faithful partner in evangelism, arrived at the tent just as excited kids were arriving at the free amusement ride area of the Black Gold Jubilee. It was non-stop as the kids came in wave after wave bringing their friends back with them after they heard the Gospel. The children mainly came in unattended by adults and were eager to hear the story from the Wordless Book.  I truly cannot remember any Black Gold outreach where the children kept us so busy bringing back their friends. 
When we had a lull we grabbed something to eat and hydrated as the afternoon sun focused on us through the shaded tent openings. Ray had some skin cancers removed and let me stand in front of the tent when there was a slack in the parade of children. While I was at the entrance of the tent I was approached by a middle eastern man from the Glades dressed in western clothes. He chided me for presenting a lie to the children. He claimed that Christianity was not true and that it was based on the Bible which he said was not reliable because it had been changed so many times and that the oldest copy was from the third century. I responded that he did not have correct information and proceeded to tell him of the Dead Sea Scrolls and Magdalen Papyrus. When he saw that I was able to defend the Scriptures, he began to build a straw man, attacking me as if I was a messenger of hate against the Palestinian State. He loudly proclaimed that God did not have a son and it was blasphemy to say so. I told him that there was no salvation in Islam. I quoted John 3:16 to him and he became belligerent as a crowd of his supporters gathered to hear him verbally attack our ministry to children. I realized that he wasn’t interested in the truth but only to advance his antichrist agenda. He insisted that I take a position on Palestinian independence. I told him that the land was given by covenant to Abraham. He again attacked me as being blasphemous in declaring that Jesus was the Son of God. I quoted John 3: 36: “He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.” About that time a large group of children went into the tent to hear Ray present to them the Gospel using the Wordless Book. The Muslim looked at me and then at the children and left with his group of listeners without saying another word. 
God blessed us with a bountiful harvest at the Black Gold Jubilee. We reached 93 children and 4 adults with the Gospel. Eighty-one children prayed to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as their Savior. Pray for the children! 

Equip India has another outreach to the children of the Glades in Hendry County’s Clewiston. The Clewiston Sugar festival is on April 25. We will be presenting the Gospel to children on Saturday. Sunday we will be at the Sweet Corn Fiesta in West Palm Beach at the South Florida fairgrounds.  Pray for the work of Equip India.
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​______________________________________________________________________________
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Pray regularly for our pulpit committee as they continue their work.  Pray that God will bless them with unity and spiritual growth in their own lives as they search for the man God has chosen to serve as pastor at LOPC.  Pray, too, for all of our ministry leaders here as they continue to guide us through this transition time.  Praise God that we are not “shifting into neutral” as we await the time that a new pastor steps into the pulpit.  
                                                                                                      Pulpit Committee Members are:

Ron Backus, chmn           Carolyn Kullmar         Bob Lee

Jay Myers, v. chmn          Becky Forester            Carl Ashley

     Dick Miller, sec’ty           Debbye Tate                Joe Brown

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_________​​_____________________________________________________________________

FAN THE FLAME TEAM MEMBERS
David Livanec



Margaret Doyle


Jay Myers

David Wade



Babe Ruth



Nancy Lee

Vince Diller



Marlene Roese



Anna May Kinser

Melissa Backus



Sharon Virkler



Mary Alice Baker
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY NEWS
from Lisa Lennon
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VBS is next month!!!!!  June 8th to the 12th from 8:30 to noon.  We are using Gospel Light's SonRock VBS to teach all the children that Jesus is their Rock.  Each day they will be learning that they are accepted by Jesus, protected by Jesus, saved by Jesus, forgiven by Jesus and should therefore be living for Jesus.  Please call to volunteer your time to help teach these truths to the children.  We need help with promotion, decorations, teaching, crafts, snacks, music, games and with the party Friday at noon.  If you work during the day, please volunteer to help before VBS starts in the evening, helping with planning, promotion and decorations.  If you do not work during the mornings, we need your help.  I am really busy at my job now and don't have much time to call each of you.  I would really appreciate it, if you could call me, anytime, and leave a message on my machine, if I am not home.  Please call Lisa at 433-2540, if you can help in any way.  I have had no calls so far.  If you helped last year, thank you and let me know you can help again this year.  If you did not help last year, we would love to have your help this year, it is a lot of fun.

 

During Junior Church in May, we will be learning about how Peter, Philip, Barnabas and Paul tell about Jesus.

 
May 3rd - Peter Tells the Sanhedrin About Jesus - Acts 4:5-14 - God's Spirit strengthens us.

Teacher - Tatiana Cardona  Helper - Mayetta Lee

 

May 10th - Philip Tells the Ethiopian About Jesus - Acts 8:26-40 - We respond to God through worship.

Teacher - Carol Brandt  Helper - Chris Lennon

 

May 17th - Peter Visits Cornelius - Acts 10:1-44 - God accepts all who believe in him.

Teacher - Lisa Lennon  Helper - Melissa Myers

 

May 24th - Barnabas Encourages Christians in Antioch - Acts 11:19-26 - Christians worship God together.

Teacher - Lisa Lennon  Helper - Caroline Tate

 

May 31st - Paul Describes Living by God's Spirit - Romans 8:9-17 - God's Spirit lives in us.

Teacher - Lisa Lennon  Helper - Christy Gauger

 
In Awana during May we will be learning more awesome catechism questions that remind us what we believe and why.  
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     May 6th - Does God know all things? and Can God do all things?
May 13th - Where do you know how to love and obey God? and Who wrote the Bible?

May 20th - Who were our first parents? and Of what were our first parents made?

 May 27th - What did God give Adam and Eve besides bodies? and Do  

 you have a soul as well as a body? and How do you know that you have a soul?

 

Remember please call to volunteer in some way with VBS - 433-2540.
WOMEN IN THE CHURCH
WIC Spring Luncheon – “Leaving a Legacy” with speaker Bonnie Sturgis.  Saturday, May 9 from 11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. in the LOPC Fellowship Hall.  Tickets are $8 and may be purchased in the narthex on Sunday mornings prior to the event.  Bonnie is a former member of LOPC, currently ministering at Wellington PCA, and is the step-daughter of ruling elder Babe Ruth.  We’re looking forward to having her speak to us about leaving a legacy to both our biological families and to our church family!

Election of WIC Officers will take place at the Spring Luncheon as well.  If you would like to explore the possibility of serving on the WIC Council or simply have questions about WIC, contact any member of the team to discuss further.  Current members include:  Melissa Backus, Denise Brown, Becky Forester, Nancy Lee, and Jennifer Wade.

WIC Fall Retreat – Mark your calendars now for the WIC Fall Retreat, scheduled for September 25 and 26, 2009.  More details to follow!

Women’s Activities – Be sure to watch the bulletin each week for announcements concerning the women’s Circles (day-time Bible studies), the Wednesday evening summer Bible study and other ministry opportunities!
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Guest Speaker at our luncheon will be 


Bonnie Sturgis of Wellington, PCA 


and her topic will be "Leaving a Legacy".  





We will also have the election 


of new WIC Officers for 2009-2011.  


Tickets may be purchased in the Narthex 


by May 3rd.





May 9th  11:30am—1pm


Cost: $8 per ticket


Fellowship Hall











Invite a guest to come with you!
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