 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Dear Members, Participants, and Friends in the LOPC Family,

After thirty-six years, the time has come for me to inform you that in July of 2008, unless God directs to the contrary, I will leave a long and wonderful relationship with you as your Pastor.

There are no words available to describe the sense of privilege and honor which Dianne and I have experienced in our years with you.  You are our true friends and family members in our Lord.  You have been home to us and our children for all these years.  We have worshiped and studied and laughed and struggled and trusted and rejoiced together with you.  Now it is time to prepare for transition.

I believe that the best years of ministry for LOPC lie in the future and not in the past.  It will actually be a credit to God’s work through my ministry if in fact LOPC moves forward into greater service. It will be a rich delight to Dianne and me to see you growing under new leadership when the time comes.

You may be wondering why I am announcing this a whole year early. Transitions such as this are difficult at best, and even more so when the departing Pastor has had a long term relationship with the congregation.  At times like this we can be unusually vulnerable to discouragement and division.  With that in mind I believe it is my responsibility, along with the Elders, to lead you in some spiritual and strategic preparations for change of leadership.  There is truth in the old adage, “an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.”

That being the case, the Elders and I will, by September 1, publish a Schedule of Steps for Preparation for Senior Pastor Transition.  There are two events which will have already taken place before that schedule is published.  First, I will have announced my intentions in the morning service on July 1, and will have addressed some of the pertinent spiritual issues during the sermon on that day.  Those of you not present at that time may obtain a tape or CD recording of the sermon or listen to it on the LOPC website.  Your doing so will provide for this letter not having to be too extensive in details.  Second, I will have offered two question and answer discussion sessions for any who want to attend them.  One will have been Sunday Evening, July 1.  The other will be some Sunday Evening in August.

I fully assure you that this decision is not motivated by anything of a negative or complicated nature.  Dianne and I have always known that this time would come.  I believe that, in the providence of God, it has arrived.

Sincerely yours in the love of Christ,
