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December 19, 2010
Fourth Sunday in Advent

Welcome to

Lake Osborne Presbyterian Church

To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest;

To all who mourn and long for comfort;

To all who sin and need a Savior;

To all who are strangers and want fellowship;

To all who hunger and thirst after righteousness; 

And to whosoever would come – 

This church opens wide her doors and offers welcome
 in the name of Jesus Christ.

We are a church committed to welcoming all those who are interested in learning more about Jesus Christ. Our desire is to provide honest answers to honest questions, no matter where you are in the spiritual spectrum – those who are convinced, those who are confused, and those who are skeptical.  We hope that our service will encourage and build up those who are believers as well as challenge and help those who are spiritually seeking.

As we move through the service please note that the texts in bold are meant to be said by the congregation.  The * symbol next to a heading indicates that those who are able should stand.

Lake Osborne Presbyterian Church is a part of the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA).  For more information about the PCA please visit www.pcanet.org. 
PREPARING FOR WORSHIP
Quotes for Reflection

Simeon and Anna represented all who saw that their only hope was in the mercy and grace of God. Along with the poor carpenter and his wife and the outcast shepherds, they were flesh-and-blood examples of those to whom Christ comes. They personified the paradox of being profoundly empty and profoundly full. … They longed for the righteousness and consolation that would come only through Messiah



R. Kent Hughes, “Those to Whom Christ Comes” 

 


in Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
… God, who already knows the secret inclinations of the heart …, will so bring it about that the appearance of Christ will cause a clear division between those who really serve Him and those who are hostile to Him. Through the acceptance or rejection of Christ it will become clear what is really everyone’s real bent and bias …, what he thinks of
himself … and what he thinks of God.
 

Norval Geldenhuys, Luke 
Prelude
Welcome and Announcements                      

GOD CALLS US
*Call To Worship:  Angels from the Realms of Glory arr. Derric Johnson

*Invocation 

*Christmas Carol: No. 207- Good Christian Men, Rejoice

Advent Questions

Leader:  Why do we light the Advent candles?

People:  Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. He who follows me will not walk 
 
   in darkness but will have the Light of Life.”

Leader:  What is the meaning of the fourth lighted candle?

People: The fourth lighted candle represents the Angels who heralded the Good 
 
  News of Light to a darkened world.

Leader:   Who were the Angels?

People: The Angels were created by God to fill His heavenly court with the 
 
   praise of His name. They devote themselves to serving God in heaven 
 
   by delighting to do His will. God also uses them as messengers of his 
 
   Good News to men and women on earth.

Leader:   What do the gospels say concerning the angels?

People:  Luke writes: “And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
 
   heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, 
 
   and on earth peace, good will toward men.”

Lighting of the Fourth Candle: The Angel Candle 

Affirmation of Faith: Colossians 1:15- 17, 19-20
[Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him.  He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 

Advent Prayer

Almighty God, you have given your Only-Begotten Son to take our nature upon him, and to be born of a pure virgin: Grant that we, who have been born again and made your children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit; through our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom with you and the same Spirit, be honor and glory, now and forever.  Amen.

Christmas Carol: No. 162 – Of the Father’s Love Begotten
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GOD CLEANSES US
Call to Confession: Psalm 145:18

The LORD is near to all who call on him, 
to all who call on him in truth.

Corporate Confession

Leader: Promised Christ: We look at the world around us and we instinctively know that 
 
    things are not the way they are supposed to be.  Our hearts long for the well-
 
   being of ourselves and our world in the broadest, fullest, most enduring sense. In 
 
   a word, we long for peace, 

People: Our peace depends on your coming.

Leader: We are a sinful people.

People: Our pardon depends on your coming.

Leader: We are full of good intentions but weak at keeping promises;

People: Our only hope of doing God’s will is that you should come and help us 
            do it.

Leader: Lord Christ, Word made flesh, our world waits for your peace, for your pardon, 
 
    and for your grace.

All: Even so: come, Lord Jesus.
Assurance of Pardon:  Psalm 145:19

He fulfills the desires of those who fear him; 

he hears their cry and saves them.
*Doxology:  No. 214 – Angels We Have Heard on High, refrain
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GOD HEARS US

Dedication of Tithes and Offerings


Offertory
Prayer for Children’s Church                     

Pastoral Prayer 

GOD COUNSELS US

Scripture:  Luke 2:22-38

And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24 and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28 he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 


29
“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 

according to your word; 


30
for my eyes have seen your salvation 


31
that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 


32
a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

and for glory to your people Israel.” 

33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 

36 And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 37 and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.
Prayer for Understanding  
 

Sermon: Simeon and Anna: Christmas is for Those Who Seek Hope 
GOD SENDS US
*Carol of Praise: No. 200 It Came Upon the Midnight Clear

*Benediction
*Song of Dismissal: Song of Simeon
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*Postlude
Participants in the Worship Service

Omar Ortiz – Senior Pastor 

Carl Ashley – Music Director

Michael A. Harris – Pianist 
Charlie Gauger- Liturgist 

Dustin and Mary Julia Camplin and family – Advent Readers

Phil Elder - Liturgist

John Brandt - Liturgist 
Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version ® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Flowers - The floral arrangement today is presented to the 

Glory of God in honor of my daughter Dorothy Wilson on her birthday.

With love from your mother, Ethel Olsen

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Church Wide Events

Welcome! We are glad to have you as our guest today.  Please fill out the blue card found in the pews and place it in the offering plate. Sunday sermons are available on our website: www.lopca.org. 

Printed Weekly Prayer Requests are available at the information center in the Narthex.

Nursery:  The nursery (3 and under) is located on the first floor of the Sanctuary Building. Please pick up your children immediately after the service is over.  We are in need of more volunteers. Are you willing to serve one Sunday every two months?  Please call the church office for details to become a part of this ministry.

Session: The session would like to thank both David Livanec and Buddy Tate for their years of service as officers of LOPC.  Both David and Buddy stepped off the session in 2010.

2010 PCA Christmas Offering:  In your bulletin today you will find inserts that will present you the opportunity to help support the work of the PCA Ministerial Relief Fund.  Your donation not only aids the widows of PCA Pastors, retirees, and missionaries in times of financial need it also helps fund the Emergency Assistance Fund for pastors and their families who may have lost a ministry position due to the economy. 

Office Closed:  Friday, December 24 and Monday, December 27 in observance of Christmas.

Wednesday Night: Activities are cancelled for Dec. 22 and 29. Activities will resume on Jan. 5.

Handel’s Messiah - The Masterworks Chorus of the Palm Beaches will present Handel's Messiah with orchestra under the direction of Carl Ashley at the Royal Poinciana Chapel in Palm Beach this evening at 5:00 pm. This 30-year old Palm Beach tradition sells out every year. Tickets are $20.00 and are available at the door or on line at ww.masterworkschorusofthepalmbeaches.com.  

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service: The Christmas Eve service will be at 6:00 pm this year.  Please take a card from the information center and invite a neighbor or friend to join us for this special service.  We will be celebrating together with our sister church, Truth Point – the PCA church plant in West Palm Beach.

2010 Contributions: IRS rules require that churches record contributions in the year in which they are received.  A check dated 2010, but received by the church in 2011 must be recorded as a 2011 contribution.  Checks mailed and postmarked in 2010 but not received by the church until 2011 are exceptions.  They will be recorded as 2010 contributions.  Thank you for your ongoing support towards God’s Kingdom.
Gospel Centered Life Conference:  The aim of this conference is to help you see that the gospel is not merely what ignites the Christian life, but that it's the fuel that keeps Christians going every day.  Further, the gospel works concentrically - renewing individuals, churches, and eventually the whole world.  The conference will be January 21-23, 2011 at Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church. The cost is $30.  More information is available on our website.
2011 LOPC Mission Conference: This year the conference will be held on the weekend of January 29-30.  The focus of this year’s conference will be church planting. Our key note speaker will be Rev. Bob Cargo who is the Director for Church Planting at Perimeter Church in Atlanta, Ga.  The conference will be held on Saturday and Sunday morning with a free lunch provided on Saturday.  Please make plans to attend both days of this conference as we consider together the call to plant churches.
Ligonier Conference:  The conference is scheduled for March 24-36 in Orlando, Fl.  Brochures for this year’s Ligonier Conference are available in the church office as well as the information center.  The Conference title is – Light and Heat: A Passion for the Holiness of God.  
Adult Ministries 

Sunday School:  Please join Dr. John Brandt for this class as he teaches "Our God of All Comfort", finding comfort in Isaiah. Each week we will look at a different chapter, starting with Isaiah 40, to see the comfort for believers today.

Cancelled Stamp Collection: The ladies are collecting cancelled stamps to send to the Alliance Stamp Ministry. They stamps are sold to wholesalers who support missions. Cut carefully from envelope leaving 1/4" to 1/3" margins. You may put your stamps in an envelope and place in the offering plate or drop them off at the office.

Children’s Ministry

Children’s Church (4yrs. – 3rd grade) -   We encourage parents to take the time to talk to their kids about what they are learning. Today Dec.19- Luke 2:1-20; Hebrews 1:1-4 “Jesus is born!” For more information please contact Lisa Lennon, l.lennon@live.com. Please pick up your children after the service in the Education Building. Dec. 19- Teacher- Carol Brandt; Helper- Jennifer Wade; Dec. 26- Teacher- Lisa Lennon; Helper – Melissa Myers
Awana Club:  Children ages 4yrs. to 6th grade are invited to join us on Wednesday nights from 7-8:15 pm in the Education Building.  Each week we will learn memory verses, play games, have snacks, review Catechism questions and sing songs.  You will find registration forms available at the information center in the Narthex. Volunteers are needed! For information or questions please call Lisa Lennon at 433-2540 or the church office at 582-5686.  
Children’s Choir: All elementary age children are invited to join our Children’s Choir for the Christmas season.  The choir will be practicing at 9:30am on Sunday mornings in the Fellowship Hall.  It will be lead by Bob and Nancy Maynard.

Nursery Volunteers

           During Sunday School
 
Dec 19 - Annette Myers






Dec 26 - Hazel Brown

           During Worship (0-2)

Dec 19 - Becky Robertson; Melissa Myers




Dec 26 - Peggy Sprankle; Emily Wade

                                    During Worship (2-3 yrs)
Dec 19 - Martha Mattson; Jay Myers




Dec 26 - Monica Bailes; Judy Lehtinen

Youth Ministry
Sunday School:  We are using the Gospel Centered Life material to help us understand God’s purpose of discipleship and how to apply the information to further our relationship with Him and others.  Sunday School meets on the second floor in the Education Building.  We will be meeting on Wednesday, December 22 and 29 for dinner at 6 pm ($5) and some down-time playing games. We will resume our relationship study.  

THIS WEEK AT LOPC:  December 19–December 26

                   4th Sunday of Advent

Today
9:00 am - 10:00 am
Sunday School; Nursery

           10:00 am - 10:25 am     
Fellowship; Library Open

           10:30 am - 11:30 am
Worship; Children’s Church 


7:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Leadership Development Class

Mon    11:00 am - 1:00 pm
Ladies Encouragement Group

Thurs
6:30 am - 7:30 am          Men’s Study/Breakfast (Fellowship Hall) 
                  
                        7:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Home Bible Studies

Fri
6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Sat                      Merry Christmas!       


   Congregation Report 2010

January – October

	
	Operating
	Capital Improv.
	Missions
	Total Budget

	Income
	319,958
	4,410
	55,152
	379,520

	Expense
	348,969
	0
	57,436
	406,405

	Inc-Exp
	 -29,010
	4,410
	 -2,284
	 -26,884


November

	
	Operating
	Capital Improv.
	Missions
	Total Budget

	Income
	29,430
	480
	4,949
	34,859

	Expense
	29,911
	0
	5,375
	35,286

	Inc-Exp
	-480
	480
	 -426
	-426


Year To Date

	
	Operating
	Capital Improv.
	Missions
	Total Budget

	Income
	349,389
	4,890
	60,101
	414,380

	Expense
	378,880
	0
	62,811
	441,691

	Inc-Exp
	  -29,490
	4,890
	  -2,710
	  -27,310
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2101 Sixth Avenue South

Lake Worth, FL 33461

561.582.5686

www.lopca.org

Rev. Omar Ortiz - Pastor   
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